
Martin Luther King Jr And The Voting Rights
Act Of 1965
:

Martin Luther King Jr., an iconic figure in the civil rights movement, played a
crucial role in the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 in the United States.
This historic legislation aimed to address and rectify the widespread
discrimination faced by African Americans when attempting to exercise their
constitutional right to vote. King's tireless advocacy and organized protests,
including the historic march from Selma to Montgomery, played a pivotal role in
pushing for the enactment of this landmark law.

Background:
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Before the Voting Rights Act of 1965, African Americans often faced significant
barriers and discriminatory practices that prevented them from exercising their
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right to vote. Despite the Fifteenth Amendment to the United States Constitution,
which granted African American men the right to vote in 1870, systemic racism
and voter suppression tactics were prevalent in the southern states.

Southern states employed various methods, such as literacy tests, poll taxes, and
intimidation, to prevent African Americans from voting. These practices were not
only unconstitutional but also an affront to the principles of democracy and
equality. African Americans faced long-lasting barriers that hindered their ability to
participate fully in the electoral process.

Martin Luther King Jr. and other activists recognized the urgent need for change
and dedicated themselves to overturning these discriminatory practices.

The Selma to Montgomery March:

One of the pivotal moments in the struggle for voting rights occurred in 1965 with
the Selma to Montgomery march. The march was organized as a nonviolent
protest against the gross injustice faced by African Americans when attempting to
register to vote.

On March 7, 1965, the marchers, led by King and other civil rights leaders, began
their journey from Selma, Alabama, to the state capital Montgomery. However, as
they crossed the Edmund Pettus Bridge, they were met with brutal force from
state troopers. This violent incident, now known as Bloody Sunday, shocked the
nation and garnered widespread attention.

Undeterred by the violence, King and other activists persisted and organized
more attempts to complete the march. The movement gained momentum,
drawing attention from millions across the country. Finally, on March 25, under the
protection of federal troops, the marchers successfully arrived in Montgomery and



delivered a petition to the state governor, demanding an end to racial
discrimination and secure voting rights.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965:

The Selma to Montgomery march, along with other civil rights demonstrations,
significantly contributed to the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965. This
landmark piece of legislation aimed to remove the remaining obstacles that
African Americans faced when participating in the electoral process.

The Voting Rights Act contained several key provisions to protect the voting rights
of minority groups. It prohibited the use of discriminatory literacy tests and poll
taxes, which had been used to prevent African Americans from voting. It also
provided federal oversight of elections in jurisdictions with a history of voter
suppression, ensuring fair and equitable access to the ballot box.

Furthermore, the Act enabled the federal government to register voters and
enforce voting rights across the country. It was a profound step towards
eradicating racial discrimination and ensuring equal voting opportunities for all
citizens.

The Legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. and the Voting Rights Act:

The actions and leadership of Martin Luther King Jr., as well as the collective
efforts of numerous activists and supporters, brought about significant social and
political change. The Voting Rights Act of 1965 marked a crucial victory in the
ongoing struggle for civil rights and racial equality in the United States.

King's dedication to nonviolent civil disobedience and his ability to mobilize
masses of people were instrumental in pressuring Congress and the American



public to challenge and overcome institutionalized racism.

The Voting Rights Act has had a lasting impact on American society. It has helped
pave the way for increased political representation of minority groups and has
been crucial in combatting discriminatory practices that perpetuated systemic
racism.

:

Martin Luther King Jr. and the passage of the Voting Rights Act of 1965 are
forever linked in the fight for civil rights in America. King's tireless efforts and
unwavering commitment to equality have left an indelible mark on the nation's
history.

The Voting Rights Act of 1965 remains a cornerstone of civil rights legislation,
ensuring that all citizens have the right to vote free from discrimination. However,
the struggle for equal access to the ballot box persists, and it is our responsibility
to honor the legacy of Martin Luther King Jr. by continuing to advocate for voting
rights and upholding the principles of equality and justice for all.
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A thorough and insightful account of the historic 1965 civil rights protest at Selma,
Alabama, from the author of the Pulitzer Prize–winning biography Bearing the
Cross

Vivid descriptions of violence and courageous acts fill David Garrow’s account of
the momentous 1965 protest at Selma, Alabama, in which the author illuminates
the role of Martin Luther King Jr. in organizing the demonstrations that led to the
landmark Voting Rights Act of 1965.
 
Beyond a mere narration of events, Garrow provides an in-depth look at the
political strategy of King and of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference.
He explains how King’s awareness of media coverage of the protests—especially
reports of white violence against peaceful African American protestors—would
elicit sympathy for the cause and lead to dramatic legislative change. Garrow’s
analysis of these tactics and of the news reports surrounding these events
provides a deeper understanding of how civil rights activists utilized a nonviolent
approach to achieve success in the face of great opposition and ultimately
effected monumental political change.
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