
Keeping Happy Healthy Chickens In Your Own
Backyard

Having chickens in your own backyard can be a rewarding and joyful experience.
Not only do they provide fresh, organic eggs, but they also serve as lively and
entertaining pets. Properly caring for your chickens is crucial to ensure their
happiness and overall well-being. In this article, we will discuss effective
strategies to keep your chickens happy and healthy.

1. Providing the Right Shelter
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Creating a suitable shelter for your chickens is of utmost importance. A sturdy
chicken coop should offer protection from predators, extreme weather conditions,
and excessive sunlight. Ensuring proper ventilation inside the coop is crucial to
prevent any issues related to respiratory diseases. Additionally, the coop should
have sufficient space for your chickens to roam and stretch their wings
comfortably.

2. Offering Nutritious Food and Fresh Water
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A well-balanced diet is vital for keeping your chickens healthy. Provide them with
a high-quality chicken feed that is specifically formulated for their nutritional
needs. Additionally, you can supplement their diet with kitchen scraps, fruits, and
vegetables. It is essential to ensure a constant supply of clean and fresh water to
keep your chickens well-hydrated.

3. Encouraging Exercise and Free Range

Allowing your chickens to exercise and roam freely in a designated area is crucial
for their happiness and overall health. When given the opportunity to peck at the
ground, search for insects, and graze on grass, chickens are better stimulated
both mentally and physically. Consider fencing off a portion of your backyard to
create a safe and secure free range area for your chickens.
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4. Maintaining Cleanliness and Hygiene

A clean living environment is essential to prevent the spread of diseases among
your flock. Regularly clean the chicken coop, removing any droppings, old
bedding, or spoiled food. Bedding material, such as straw or wood shavings,
should be changed regularly to maintain cleanliness and prevent bacterial growth.
Additionally, providing dust baths for your chickens helps them keep their feathers
clean and free from parasites.
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5. Ensuring Proper Health Care

Regular health check-ups, vaccinations, and appropriate medical care are vital for
maintaining the well-being of your chickens. Establish a good relationship with a
veterinarian specializing in poultry health to ensure that any potential issues are
addressed promptly. By being proactive in their healthcare, you can prevent and
treat common chicken ailments effectively.

6. Providing Ample Protection
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Protecting your chickens from predators is crucial to ensure their safety and
peace of mind. Install sturdy fences around your backyard, preferably using
chicken wire, to keep out larger animals such as dogs, foxes, or raccoons.
Regularly inspect the perimeter to check for any potential weak spots that might
allow predators to gain access. Providing a secure outdoor enclosure also offers
protection from aerial predators, such as hawks or owls.

7. Showing Love and Care
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Chickens, like any other pets, crave attention and care from their owners. Spend
quality time with your chickens, offering them treats, gentle strokes, and talking to
them in soothing tones. Building a bond with your chickens not only enhances
their overall well-being but also makes them more comfortable and friendlier
towards you.
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Keeping happy and healthy chickens in your own backyard requires dedication,
proper planning, and proactive care. By providing them with suitable shelter,
nutritious food, exercise opportunities, a clean environment, healthcare,
protection, and a lot of love, you can ensure a thriving flock that brings joy and
satisfaction to both you and your chickens.

Keeping Happy Healthy Chickens In Your Own
Backyard: A Practical Guide To Raising Chickens
At Home by Sharon Barnes(Kindle Edition)

5 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2427 KB
Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Print length : 156 pages
Lending : Enabled

Here’s everything you need to know about keeping happy healthy egg laying
chickens in your own backyard -

Whether you’re a complete beginner and don’t know where to start, or you’re a
seasoned chicken keeping professional and just want practical “how to” advice on
tap, “Keeping Happy Healthy Egg Laying Chickens In Your Own Backyard” by
Duncan Carver will set you on the right path.

“…not only thorough and to the point, but also extremely informative. I particularly
liked the chapter on chicken health. The way you’ve covered all of those aliments
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in detail is certainly going to be of help in the long term…” ~ Louisa Gagliardi,
Queensland, Australia

'Keeping Happy Healthy Egg Laying Chickens In Your Own Backyard' Contains
Everything You Need To Know To Ensure Your Success With Keeping Chickens
Including...

•Chicken Breed Selection
•Ensuring Your Chickens Will Thrive
•Chicken Health Concepts, Concerns & Cure All’s
•Chicken Coops, Housing & Maintenance
•Chicken Feed & Important Nutrition
•And Much More…

Written and published by Duncan Carver - the man behind the highly popular
“Chicken Keeping Secrets” website (http://www.chickenkeepingsecrets.com) and
weekly email newsletter sent out to over 29,000 enthusiastic chicken keepers
from around the world.
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