
Is Your Home Infested with Rats? Meet Our
Feline Heroes!

Are you tired of dealing with pesky rats invading your home? Well, look no further
- our furry feline friends are here to save the day! Cats have been revered
throughout history for their exceptional hunting skills and their natural instinct to
control rodent populations. In this article, we will explore the fascinating
relationship between cats and rats and how these predators are helping
homeowners everywhere get rid of their rodent problems.

The Unsung Heroes: Cats on the Hunt

For centuries, cats have been our trustworthy allies in the constant battle against
rats and other vermin. Their sharp claws, keen senses, and lightning-fast reflexes
make them the ultimate predators of the rodent world. These natural born hunters
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possess the ability to quickly detect and apprehend rats, providing an effective
and eco-friendly solution to pest control.
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Unlike humans who may struggle to detect rats hiding within walls or attics, cats
have an innate ability to locate and track down these elusive creatures. Their
heightened sense of smell allows them to pick up on the scent of rats, sometimes
even before the rats themselves realize they are being hunted. Once located,
cats pounce into action - swiftly and with great precision.

The Rivalry: Cats vs. Rats

The ongoing war between cats and rats has been documented throughout
history. Rats, known for their resilience, tenacity, and rapid reproduction, pose a
constant threat to human homes and food supplies. However, cats, with their
agility, strength, and predatory instinct, have proven to be formidable opponents.

It's not just physical attributes that give cats the upper hand - their intelligence
and problem-solving abilities also play a crucial role. Rats are cunning creatures,
capable of finding ways to infiltrate even the most secure houses. However, cats
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have a knack for outsmarting their unsuspecting adversaries, making it incredibly
challenging for rats to establish a foothold within a cat-guarded territory.

Building a Cat-Friendly Environment

Whether you already have a cat or are considering getting one to combat your rat
problem, creating a cat-friendly environment is essential. Cats need spaces to
roam, explore, and maintain their hunting skills. Providing them with proper hiding
spots, scratching posts, and toys can help keep them engaged and happy.

Additionally, it's crucial to provide a balanced diet for your feline friend. A well-fed
cat will not only have more energy and agility but will also maintain a healthy
weight, essential for effective rat hunting. Consult with your veterinarian to ensure
you are feeding your cat the appropriate diet that meets their nutritional needs.

The Benefits of Cats as Pest Control

When it comes to choosing a pest control method for rats, cats offer numerous
advantages over traditional solutions. Let's take a look at some of the benefits:

Natural and eco-friendly: Unlike chemical-based pest control methods,
employing cats for rat control is a natural and environment-friendly approach.

Cost-effective: Owning a cat as a rat deterrent is a long-term investment
that can save you money on pest control services in the future.

Low maintenance: Cats are generally low-maintenance pets, making them
an ideal choice for homeowners looking for hassle-free pest control
solutions.

Companionship: Not only will cats keep your home rat-free, but they also
make wonderful companions, providing comfort and entertainment for the
whole family.



The Legends of Rat-Catching Cats

Throughout history, certain cats have gained legendary status for their rat-
catching abilities. These feline heroes have become symbols of hope and
protection against rodent infestations.

The Glasgow Cathedral Mousers

In the 19th century, the clergy of Glasgow Cathedral in Scotland faced a
monumental rat problem. In their quest to find a solution, they appointed a series
of cats as dedicated mousers. These cats took their duties seriously and quickly
rid the cathedral of its rat infestation, earning themselves a place in history.

Tibbles, the Great (Ratter) Survivor

In the early 20th century, Tibbles, a cat living on Stephens Island, New Zealand,
played a pivotal role in saving numerous bird species from extinction. Known for
her incredible rat-catching abilities, Tibbles single-handedly eliminated rats
responsible for decimating the native bird population.

The Downing Street Cats

In the United Kingdom, the official residence of the Prime Minister, known as 10
Downing Street, has a long-standing tradition of housing feline residents. These
cats have been employed as rat deterrents, helping protect one of the most
significant political landmarks in the country.

Rats can wreak havoc on our homes and pose serious health risks. However,
with the help of our feline friends, we can effectively control and eliminate these
unwelcome invaders. Cats' natural hunting abilities, intelligence, and keen senses
make them the perfect allies in our continuous battle against rats.



So, if you're tired of sharing your space with these unwanted guests, consider
adopting or harnessing the skills of a cat in your fight against rats. Not only will
you rid your home of rodents, but you'll also gain a loyal and loving companion.
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As rescuers we want to save every animal life, but nobody wants to risk injury
often associated with helping feral cats. Don’t blame the ferals; they’re fighting for
their lives. They think rescuers want to eat them. As a consequence of their well-
deserved reputation for ferocity, the feral cat euthanasia rate at shelters is almost
100 percent.

But what if you could safely relocate these natural rodent-control machines to
barns and other operations where their poison-free pest control skills are
respected? You can! Got Rats? We Have Cats! Starting a Barn Cats Program
offers step-by-step instructions on creating a barn cats program and relocating
community cats to new homes where they are welcomed and valued.

Peggy Atkerson, founder of Barn Cats, Inc., a feral cat rescue in north Texas, has
relocated over 8,000 feral cats to barn homes. Peggy shares all the secrets she’s
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discovered and procedures she has refined over the past 17 years. These
procedures have kept both her volunteers and her feral charges safe. Got Rats?
We Have Cats! will teach you:
* How to safely handle feral cats
* Feral cat behavior
* How to find and screen barns and other potential homes
* Which cats can safely be relocated and which are likely to become prey
* Common health issues in feral cats
* Protecting barn cats from predators
* Sample forms, flyers, procedures and lists for successful relocations
* Trapping feral cats

The information in Got Rats? We Have Cats! can help animal shelters drop the
euthanasia rate among these high-risk cats from 100 percent to almost zero.
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