
Inventing The Middle Ages Norman Cantor:
Unveiling the Historical Controversies

When it comes to understanding the historical period known as the Middle Ages,
Norman Cantor's book, "Inventing The Middle Ages," stands as an influential and
thought-provoking work. Published in 1991, Cantor's book scrutinizes how the
Middle Ages were depicted and interpreted throughout history, posing challenging
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questions about the way this era has been mythologized and misunderstood.
Let's take a captivating journey through the controversial theories and narrative
presented in "Inventing The Middle Ages: Norman Cantor."

The Middle Ages: A Distorted Image

For centuries, the Middle Ages have been viewed as a gloomy and stagnant
period between the fall of the Roman Empire and the Renaissance. Cantor claims
that this perception was created largely by Renaissance humanists and
Enlightenment thinkers who wanted to emphasize their own cultural superiority.
By identifying this bias, Cantor challenges readers to critically analyze the
sources and beliefs that shaped our understanding of the Middle Ages.
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The Myth of the Dark Ages

One of the central arguments in Cantor's book is that the widespread belief in the
"Dark Ages" is a misconception perpetuated by biased interpretations of history.
Cantor argues that the Middle Ages were not as intellectually stagnant as
commonly believed. He highlights the significant achievements in art, literature,
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and science during this period, urging readers to reconsider their preconceived
notions.

Reevaluating Medieval Women

Another compelling aspect of Cantor's work is his examination of medieval
women. Often overlooked in traditional historical accounts, Cantor argues that
women played more influential roles than typically acknowledged. Challenging
the stereotypes of submissive and marginalized women, Cantor uncovers the
stories of powerful women who influenced politics, education, and culture during
the Middle Ages.

The Influence of "The Invented Middle Ages"

Since its publication, "Inventing The Middle Ages" has sparked numerous
debates in the academic world. Cantor's thought-provoking arguments have
compelled historians and scholars to reassess their understanding of this period.
Many have gone on to challenge the long-established narratives and explore
alternative interpretations of the Middle Ages. Cantor's book continues to shape
contemporary scholarship.

Norman Cantor's "Inventing The Middle Ages" offers a captivating and thought-
provoking exploration of the historical controversies surrounding our
understanding of the Middle Ages. By challenging widely accepted narratives and
questioning traditional biases, Cantor's work drives us to critically analyze the
sources and assumptions that have shaped our perception of this significant
period. If you are curious about unraveling the truths behind the Middle Ages,
"Inventing The Middle Ages" is an essential read to broaden your historical
knowledge.
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INVENTING THE MIDDLE AGES

The Lives, Works, and Ideas of the Great Medievalists of the Twentieth Century

In this ground-breaking work, Norman Cantor explains how our current notion of
the Middle Ages-with its vivid images of wars, tournaments, plagues, saints and
kings, knights and ladies-was born in the twentieth century. The medieval world
was not simply excavated through systematic research. It had to be conceptually
created: It had to be invented, and this is the story of that invention.

Norman Cantor focuses on the lives and works of twenty of the great medievalists
of this century, demonstrating how the events of their lives, and their spiritual and
emotional outlooks, influenced their interpretations of the Middle Ages. Cantor
makes their scholarship an intensely personal and passionate exercise, full of
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color and controversy, displaying the strong personalities and creative minds that
brought new insights about the past.

A revolution in academic method, this book is a breakthrough to a new way of
teaching the humanities and historiography, to be enjoyed by student and general
public alike. It takes an immense body of learning and transmits it so that readers
come away fully informed of the essentials of the subject, perceiving the
interconnection of medieval civilization with the culture of the twentieth century
and having had a good time while doing it! This is a riveting, entertaining,
humorous, and learned read, compulsory for anyone concerned about the past
and future of Western civilization.
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