
George Wythe, Thomas Jefferson, and the
Killing That Shocked a New Nation
The year was 1806, and the United States was still a relatively young nation
finding its footing in a world rife with political turmoil. Two prominent figures,
George Wythe and Thomas Jefferson, stood at the forefront of this era, shaping
the political landscape and influencing the course of American history. Their lives
intersected in a tragic event that would send shockwaves through the nation.

The Rise of George Wythe

George Wythe, born in 1726 in Virginia, grew to become one of the most
influential lawmakers and mentor to Thomas Jefferson. Wythe's commitment to
the American Revolution and his profound knowledge of the law made him an
esteemed figure among his peers. It was his dedication to diminishing the power
of the monarchy and establishing a democratic society that aligned him with
Jefferson.

The Brilliant Mind of Thomas Jefferson

Thomas Jefferson, the primary author of the Declaration of Independence, was
an intellectual force to be reckoned with. His belief in individual freedoms and
limited government echoed Wythe's ideals, forging a close bond between the two
men.

I Am Murdered: George Wythe, Thomas Jefferson,
and the Killing That Shocked a New Nation
by Bruce Chadwick(1st Edition, Kindle Edition)

4.2 out of 5
Language : English
File size : 2380 KB

https://open-source-book-library.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6InFEUDN3ME0xVHc4Ymhub0l3SXNiNThNNGZxVndEbmlqWGducW5IaEwxMjVsQmRTaTRGMVpzTzMzODZFSFMxVHIrcm9MUFJ1WG5odDBVOVwvQzZqTllORFo5dXJ2eUNVTGZub2x3ZHA1U0lmOXY4Q0hSV00rYlBSRkhvSTIzVmRvTWdiVjEwVTc0RFRrVlozVEFxb1phbGYyMmQwK3E3bGVtMVQwVXZhUituc2JnNCtwalwvUHlMYldaUDRYNjdhMTF5a3RcLzA3ZkVGdmR5ZWVXeXlUU0RneXRYVUxhUVNZMG5za2NTWXJMUjhxMDA9IiwiaXYiOiI4MWMyYTMwMTNiMjg1NzJjMTkyMGMzMDBiZTRmZjhmOSIsInMiOiJkYjI3Mjg4OTU3NWIwNjEzIn0%3D


Text-to-Speech : Enabled
Screen Reader : Supported
Enhanced typesetting : Enabled
Word Wise : Enabled
Print length : 288 pages

Wythe's Mysterious Death

In early 1806, news struck the nation that George Wythe had been found gravely
ill, with signs of poison coursing through his veins. The respected lawyer and
statesman lingered in agonizing pain for weeks before succumbing to his
mysterious illness.

The revelation that Wythe might have been intentionally poisoned sent
shockwaves throughout the country. Jefferson, who had grown to rely on Wythe's
wisdom and guidance, was devastated by the loss of his mentor and close friend.

Suspicion and Accusations

The local authorities immediately launched an investigation into Wythe's death,
and suspicion fell upon his grandnephew, George Wythe Sweeney. Sweeney,
who had been living with and cared for Wythe in his final days, became the prime
suspect in the murder case.

As news of the investigation spread, sensational rumors began to circulate. The
public became captivated by the scandalous story unfolding before them, eager
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for every detail. Newspapers fueled the frenzy with headlines that hinted at a dark
family conspiracy and a dramatic trial that would ensue.

The Trial That Gripped the Nation

The trial of George Wythe Sweeney captivated the entire nation. It was a
spectacle unlike anything seen before, with all eyes fixed on the courtroom where
justice would finally be served.

The prosecution presented a wealth of damning evidence against Sweeney,
including testimonies from witnesses who claimed to have seen him administer
the poison to Wythe. As the trial unfolded, the public's fascination grew, and
people followed every twist and turn of the proceedings.

Thomas Jefferson, consumed by grief, found himself torn between seeking justice
for his mentor and grappling with his own personal loss. While he publicly
remained neutral, his private struggle weighed heavily on him.

The Verdict and Aftermath

After a highly publicized trial, George Wythe Sweeney was found guilty of the
murder of his granduncle. He was sentenced to death by hanging, leaving the
nation in shock.

The aftermath of the trial saw a divided public opinion, with some believing justice
had been served, while others questioned the evidence presented against
Sweeney. The debate surrounding Wythe's murder would continue for years,
keeping the case alive in the memory of the nation.

The Legacy and Impact



The killing of George Wythe shocked the young nation and left an indelible mark
on American history. It highlighted the fragility of justice and the potential for
darkness to seep into even the most esteemed circles.

Thomas Jefferson, forever affected by the loss of his mentor, went on to
champion the principles of democracy that he and Wythe had fought for together.
His presidency and subsequent contributions to American society are a testament
to the enduring influence of George Wythe.

The killing of George Wythe, a respected figure and mentor to Thomas Jefferson,
sent shockwaves through the nation in 1806. The subsequent trial of his
grandnephew, George Wythe Sweeney, captivated the public and left a lasting
impact on American history. Today, their story serves as a reminder of the fragility
of justice and the timeless struggle for freedom and honor.
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"A good story, well told, of a sliver of life in Richmond, a small, elite-driven capital
city in the young nation's most influential state."
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—Publishers Weekly

George Wythe clung to the mahogany banister as he inched down the staircase
of his comfortable Richmond, Virginia, home. Doubled over in agony, he stumbled
to the kitchen in search of help. There he found his maid, Lydia Broadnax, and his
young protegé, Michael Brown, who were also writhing in distress. Hours later,
when help arrived, Wythe was quick to tell anyone who would listen, "I am
murdered." Over the next two weeks, as Wythe suffered a long and painful death,
insults would be added to his mortal injury.

I Am Murdered tells the bizarre true story of Wythe's death and the subsequent
trial of his grandnephew and namesake, George Wythe Sweeney, for the crime—
unquestionably the most sensational and talked-about court case of the era.
Hinging on hit-and-miss forensics, the unreliability of medical autopsies, the
prevalence of poisoning, race relations, slavery, and the law, Sweeney's trial
serves as a window into early nineteenth-century America. Its particular focus is
on Richmond, part elegant state capital and part chaotic boomtown riddled with
vice, opportunism, and crime.

As Wythe lay dying, his doctors insisted that he had not been poisoned, and
Sweeney had the nerve to beg him for bail money. In I Am Murdered, this signer
of the Declaration of Independence, mentor to Thomas Jefferson, and "Father of
American Jurisprudence" finally gets the justice he deserved.
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