
Fearless Warriors: Unveiling the Power of
French Tanks in World War II
When we think of the iconic battles and mighty war machines of World War II, the
French tanks may not immediately come to mind. Overshadowed by the German
Blitzkrieg and the renowned American Sherman tanks, the French tanks of the
era often go unnoticed. However, in reality, these French armored vehicles played
a crucial role in the war and deserve recognition for their innovative designs,
resilience, and unwavering determination to defend their homeland.

One of the most formidable French tanks of World War II was the Char B1. Its
unique design and exceptional durability made it an outstanding opponent on the
battlefield. With a well-armored hull, powerful canon, and multiple machine guns,
the Char B1 struck fear into the hearts of its enemies. Its ability to withstand
heavy artillery fire and retaliate with deadly accuracy made it a force to be
reckoned with.
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The French tanks were not just about brute force, but also showcased
exceptional engineering and tactical innovations. The SOMUA S35 was one such
tank that embodied these attributes. Its advanced suspension system allowed for
greater mobility, while its 47mm gun delivered excellent firepower. Thanks to its
efficient design, the SOMUA S35 could maneuver swiftly across various terrains,
giving the French army a significant advantage in battle.

The Hotchkiss H35, another remarkable French tank, may have been small in
size, but it made up for it with its agility. Its compact design allowed it to navigate
narrow streets and dense forests with ease, making it a formidable opponent for
any enemy in close-quarter combat. The Hotchkiss H35 played a vital role in the
early stages of the war, providing substantial support to the French infantry and
dominating the battlefield with its rapid firepower.

In addition to their military prowess, the French tanks also brought a touch of
elegance to the battlefield. The iconic Renault R35, with its smooth curves and
graceful lines, was a marvel to behold. Its innovative design included a rotating
turret, which allowed for 360-degree visibility and enhanced operational
capabilities. The Renault R35 may not have been the most powerful tank of its
time, but its reliability and ease of use made it an instrumental vehicle in various
military operations.



While the French tanks highlighted here were undoubtedly awe-inspiring, it's
important to acknowledge the challenges they faced during the war. The French
army, already weakened by years of economic difficulties, was ill-prepared for the
German onslaught. Despite the bravery and dedication of the tank crews, they
found themselves outmatched by the sheer number and advanced technology of
the German tanks.

Despite their ultimate defeat, the French tanks of World War II left an indelible
mark on military history. Their innovation and resilience paved the way for future
tank designs, influencing the development of armored vehicles for years to come.
The lessons learned from their experiences continue to shape military strategies
and inspire modern tank commanders around the world.
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Discover the fascinating world of French tanks in World War II with the New
Vanguard 173 book series. Immerse yourself in the detailed accounts, stunning
visuals, and expert analysis of these fearless warriors who held their ground
against overwhelming odds. This comprehensive guide unravels the mysteries
and showcases the true power of the French tanks, shedding light on their long-
forgotten stories.
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From the design process to the battlefield tactics, New Vanguard 173 takes you
on a captivating journey through the evolution of French tanks. Explore rare
photographs, technical drawings, and firsthand accounts from the tank crews
themselves, painting a vivid picture of the challenges they faced and the triumphs
they achieved.

Whether you are an avid history enthusiast, a military aficionado, or simply
interested in learning about the untold tales of World War II, this book is a must-
read. Experience the thrill of the battlefield, trace the footsteps of fearless tank
commanders, and gain a new appreciation for the often-overlooked French tanks
that once shaped the course of history.

Don't miss out on the captivating stories within New Vanguard 173:
French Tanks of World War II. Order your copy now and embark on
a journey through the forgotten-legends of warfare!

With their innovative designs, unwavering courage, and technological
advancements, the French tanks of World War II have left an undeniable imprint
on military history. It's time to give these fearless warriors the recognition they
deserve and delve into their extraordinary journey through the pages of New
Vanguard 173.
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This title examines the emergence of the first modern tank, the Renault FT. It is a
little known fact that France fielded more tanks in World War I than any other
army. However, France's early tanks suffered from poor mobility and armor
compared to their contemporaries. Indeed, their initial use on the Chemin des
Dames in 1917 was a bloody fiasco. In spite of initial set-backs, the French army
redeemed its reputation with the Renault FT. The Renault FT pioneered the
modern tank design, with armament in a revolutionary central turret and the
engine in the rear. More importantly, the Renault was designed to be cheap and
easy to manufacture. Discover the history of the early French armor
developments and their triumphant new design, the Renault FT, that helped to
turn the tide of war in the favor of the Allies.
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