
Exploring Forgotten Places Barcelona And
The Spanish Civil War
Barcelona, the vibrant and picturesque city in Spain, is known for its rich history,
beautiful architecture, and lively culture. But beneath its glamorous facade, there
are forgotten places that hold the secrets and scars of a dark chapter in the city's
history - the Spanish Civil War.

The Spanish Civil War, which took place from 1936 to 1939, was a bloody conflict
between the Republicans and the Nationalists. Barcelona, being a major
Republican stronghold, witnessed intense fighting and was heavily bombed by
the Nationalist forces. Many of these forgotten places in Barcelona tell the untold
stories of the war and serve as a poignant reminder of the city's turbulent past.

The Labyrinth of Shelter 903: A Hidden Refuge
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One such forgotten place is the Labyrinth of Shelter 903, located beneath the
beautiful Park of the Creueta del Coll. This labyrinthine shelter was built during
the war to protect civilians from the relentless bombings. With a capacity of over
1,000 people, it served as a refuge and provides a chilling glimpse into the lives
of those who sought safety within its walls.

The Labyrinth of Shelter 903, with its winding tunnels and tiny chambers, is now
open to the public. Walking through its dimly lit passages, you can imagine the
fear and uncertainty that gripped the people during those difficult times. The
graffiti-filled walls bear witness to the emotions and experiences of the shelter's
inhabitants.

The Bunkers of Carmel: Views and History
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Perched on the hill of Turó de la Rovira, the Bunkers of Carmel provide a
panoramic view of Barcelona, but their history goes much deeper than that.
These former anti-aircraft bunkers were used by the Republican forces during the
war, offering a strategic advantage in defending the city against airstrikes.

Today, the Bunkers of Carmel have become a favorite spot for locals and tourists
alike. As you stand atop these concrete remnants, you can sense the weight of
history and admire the breathtaking views of the Barcelona skyline. It's a place
where past and present converge, reminding us of the resilience of Barcelona
and its people.

The Refugi 307: A Shelter Beneath a School
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Tucked away beneath a primary school in the Poble Sec neighborhood, the
Refugi 307 is another forgotten place that tells a haunting story. This underground
shelter, with its narrow corridors and small rooms, served as a refuge for
hundreds of people during the war.

Now converted into a museum, the Refugi 307 offers a unique glimpse into the
daily lives of the shelter's inhabitants. The preserved artifacts and personal
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belongings provide a poignant reminder of the hardships endured during those
turbulent years.

The Battle of Teruel: Exploring the Forgotten Front

While not located in Barcelona itself, the Battle of Teruel holds immense
significance in the context of the Spanish Civil War. Teruel, a city in the region of
Aragon, became the battleground for a fierce battle between the Republicans and
the Nationalists.

Exploring the sites associated with the Battle of Teruel, such as the Mausoleum of
the Battle or the preserved trenches, offers a profound understanding of the war's
impact on the region. It sheds light on the immense sacrifice made by those who
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fought and gives a broader perspective on the war's consequences beyond
Barcelona.

The Legacy of the Spanish Civil War

Despite the passage of time, the Spanish Civil War continues to leave an
indelible mark on Barcelona. The forgotten places associated with this conflict
serve as a reminder of the countless lives lost and the resilience of the city and its
people.

Visiting these forgotten places Barcelona and exploring their historical
significance offers a unique opportunity to delve deeper into the city's complex
past. It allows us to appreciate the hardships endured by previous generations
and gain a deeper understanding of the city's culture and identity today.

In preserving these forgotten places, we ensure that the memory of the Spanish
Civil War remains alive, and the stories of those who lived through it continue to
be told. It's a testament to the power of remembrance and the importance of
honoring the past as we shape the future.
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A guide to Barcelona in the Spanish Civil War, beginning in the 19th century with
the conditions and movements which led to the revolution of 1936, and ending
with the fall of the city on 26th January 1939 when Franco's tanks drove down the
Diagonal and set about destroying everything the Republic had built. Stories from
the aftermath of the war, the exile and the Franco regime are also included.
In addition with dealing with the more obvious themes such as anarchism, the
Spanish Republic, Catalonia, George Orwell, the aerial bombing, and the May
Days, etc, the book also looks at themes such as the Zoo during the Civil War,
the American Sixth Fleet in the city, Barça, urbanism, Nazis in Barcelona, Robert
Capa, the Spanish in the Holocaust, poster art...

Intertwined in the text are contemporary quotes and a few personal stories of
people I have met who experienced the war or its aftermath. There are also
biographies of characters such as Andreu Nin and Lluís Companys.
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The Volunteer: Abraham Lincoln Brigade Archives (ALBA)
"This is a wonderful hybrid of a book. The text tells much about Barcelona and
the Spanish Civil War and much else mostly about the radical history of the city.
But its other purpose is to be a companion while one is in Barcelona itself to
provide information and illumination about the city’s terrible, dramatic, and heroic
Civil War history."

Military History Book Review
"Nick Lloyd has produced a brilliant account of a fascinating city and an even
more fascinating period of political and social upheaval"
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