
Explaining Explanation: A Deep Dive into
David Hillel Ruben's Philosophical Ideas

Have you ever wondered about the nature of explanation and why it plays such a
crucial role in our understanding of the world? If so, then you're in for a treat! In
this article, we will embark on a journey through the insightful ideas of one of the
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greatest philosophers of our time, David Hillel Ruben. Prepare to have your mind
expanded!

Before delving into Ruben's philosophy, it is important to grasp the significance of
explanation in our daily lives. We are constantly seeking explanations to make
sense of the complex universe we inhabit. Whether it's trying to comprehend
natural phenomena, social interactions, or even our own thoughts and emotions,
explanation is the key that unlocks understanding.
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The Essence of Explanation According to Ruben

David Hillel Ruben, a distinguished British philosopher, has dedicated his life to
unraveling the intricacies of explanation. Central to his philosophy is the concept
of causation, the idea that explanations are rooted in cause and effect
relationships.

Ruben argues that explanations can be understood through the lens of causality,
which can be either deterministic or probabilistic. Deterministic causation implies
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a direct and predictable relationship between cause and effect, whereas
probabilistic causation allows for a degree of uncertainty, where causes may not
always lead to the same effects.

Furthermore, Ruben proposes that explanations should not be limited to a single
level of analysis. Instead, he embraces a pluralistic approach, arguing that
multiple levels of explanation can coexist and complement each other. Whether it
is through psychological, sociological, or biological frameworks, Ruben maintains
that each level contributes unique insights to our understanding of the world.

The Illusive Quest for Objective Explanation

A fascinating aspect of Ruben's philosophy is his exploration of the objectivity of
explanation. While many philosophers argue that explanations should strive for
objectivity, Ruben challenges this notion, claiming that complete objectivity is an
unattainable goal.

Ruben suggests that explanations are always influenced by subjective
perspectives, biases, and contextual factors. Even in scientific endeavors, where
objectivity is greatly valued, Ruben asserts that the choice of which phenomena
to investigate and the emphasis placed on particular causes remain subjective
decisions.

This perspective, known as perspectivism, highlights the importance of
embracing subjectivity in the pursuit of explanatory knowledge. Ruben
encourages us to appreciate the richness that different perspectives bring and
recognize that no single viewpoint can exhaustively explain complex phenomena.

Exploration of Ruben's Contributions to Philosophy



In addition to his influential ideas on explanation, David Hillel Ruben has made
significant contributions to various other areas of philosophy. His work on moral
responsibility delves into questions of agency, determinism, and the role of
personal choice in ethical considerations.

Ruben's engagement with issues in the philosophy of language has also shed
light on the complex relationship between words, meanings, and reality. His
exploration of pragmatics explores how language is used in various contexts and
how meaning can be construed through social interactions.

Furthermore, Ruben's contributions to metaphysics have expanded our
understanding of the nature of reality and existence. His exploration of concepts
like substance and essence invites critical reflection on the fundamental building
blocks of our world.

The Legacy of David Hillel Ruben's Philosophy

David Hillel Ruben's philosophical ideas have not only influenced scholars but
also inspired a wider audience to reflect on the nature of explanation and our
relationship with the world. His emphasis on embracing subjectivity and pluralistic
approaches to explanation challenges traditional notions and invites us to engage
in critical thinking.

By exploring Ruben's ideas, we have the opportunity to deepen our
understanding of explanation and its impact on our perception of reality. In an
increasingly complex world, his philosophy serves as a guide, encouraging us to
question and explore the depths of our curiosity.

, David Hillel Ruben's insights into explanation have revolutionized the field of
philosophy. His ideas on causation, perspectivism, and the plurality of explanation
have pushed the boundaries of our understanding. As we engage with Ruben's



philosophy, we are reminded of the power of curiosity and the vital role
explanation plays in shaping our perception of the world.
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This second edition of David-Hillel Ruben's influential and highly acclaimed book
on the philosophy of explanation has been revised and expanded, and the author
has made substantial changes in light of the extensive reviews the first edition
received. Ruben's views on the place of laws in explanation has been refined and
clarified. What is perhaps the central thesis of the book, his realist view of
explanation, describing the way in which explanation depends on metaphysics,
has been updated and extended and engages with some of the work in this area
published since the book's first edition.
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