
Everything You Need To Know About Raising
Healthy Happy Pet Hermit Crabs - The
Ultimate Guide
Are you considering getting a pet hermit crab? These fascinating creatures can
make great pets, bringing joy and wonder into your life. However, they require
proper care and attention to ensure they live a healthy and happy life. In this
ultimate guide, we'll cover everything you need to know about raising pet hermit
crabs, from their habitat and feeding to their behavior and common health issues.

The Fascinating World of Hermit Crabs

Hermit crabs are fascinating creatures that belong to the crustacean family. They
are unique in that they rely on empty snail shells to protect their soft abdomen. As
they grow, they need to find larger shells to accommodate their increasing size. In
the wild, they are commonly found along tropical and subtropical coastal regions.

Nowadays, pet hermit crabs are widely available and make popular pets for both
kids and adults. Their low-maintenance requirements and intriguing behavior
make them a great choice for those looking to add an interesting twist to their
lives. However, it's essential to keep in mind that proper care is vital for their well-
being.
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Setting Up the Perfect Habitat for Your Pet Hermit Crab

The first step in ensuring your hermit crab's happiness and health is to create a
suitable habitat. Let's take a closer look at the key elements:

1. Terrarium

A glass terrarium with a secure lid is an ideal enclosure for your hermit crab. It
should be spacious enough to accommodate the size of your crab and allow
room for various equipment, such as hiding spots, climbing structures, and
tunnels.

2. Substrate

A layer of substrate at the bottom of the terrarium is essential for your hermit
crab's comfort. Provide them with a mix of sand and coconut fiber to create a
natural environment that mimics their native habitat. This will allow them to dig
and molt comfortably.

3. Temperature and Humidity

Hermit crabs require a warm and humid environment to thrive. Maintain a
temperature between 75-85 degrees Fahrenheit (24-29 degrees Celsius) and a
humidity level of 70-80%. This can be achieved by using a heat lamp or under-
tank heater and a hygrometer to monitor humidity.
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4. Lighting

While hermit crabs do not require specific lighting, it's still crucial to provide a
natural light schedule. Aim for 12 hours of light and 12 hours of darkness daily to
simulate their natural day-night cycle.

5. Water and Food Dishes

Offer fresh water in a shallow dish that allows your pet hermit crab to both drink
and soak. Additionally, provide a separate dish for their food. These dishes
should be easily accessible and cleaned regularly to maintain hygiene.

While setting up the perfect habitat may seem overwhelming, it's crucial to invest
time and effort into ensuring your hermit crab's environment is comfortable and
stimulating. A properly maintained habitat will greatly contribute to their overall
well-being and happiness.

Feeding Your Pet Hermit Crab

Proper nutrition plays a vital role in keeping your pet hermit crab healthy. These
omnivorous creatures have a diverse diet consisting of both plant material and
meat. Here are some essential guidelines:

1. Commercial Hermit Crab Food

High-quality commercial hermit crab food should form the staple of your pet's
diet. These foods are specifically formulated to meet their nutritional
requirements. Look for commercial options that offer a blend of fruits, vegetables,
proteins, and essential minerals.

2. Fresh Fruits and Vegetables

Supplement your crab's diet with fresh fruits and vegetables. Some suitable
options include apples, bananas, carrots, and leafy greens. Ensure that you



provide a variety to ensure a balanced diet. Remember to remove any uneaten
food promptly.

3. Meat and Protein Sources

Hermit crabs also require a source of animal protein to thrive. Offer them small
amounts of cooked meat, such as chicken or fish, or other options like boiled
eggs, mealworms, or shrimp. These protein sources should be provided in
moderation to prevent overfeeding.

4. Calcium and Shell Availability

Calcium is crucial for the development and maintenance of your hermit crab's
exoskeleton. Provide them with calcium supplements, such as cuttlebone or
crushed eggshells. Additionally, ensure empty shells in various sizes are available
for them to change into as they grow.

Monitoring your crab's dietary intake is essential to avoid overfeeding or feeding
the wrong foods. Always provide fresh food and remove any leftovers to maintain
cleanliness within the habitat.

Understanding Hermit Crab Behavior

Observing your hermit crab's behavior can provide valuable insights into their
well-being. Here are some common behaviors and what they might signify:

1. Molting

Molting is a natural process where hermit crabs shed their exoskeleton to grow.
During this time, they will bury themselves in the substrate and remain inactive.
It's crucial to provide a suitable molting area within the habitat and avoid
disturbing them while they molt.



2. Climbing and Exploration

Hermit crabs are known for their climbing and exploring tendencies. They enjoy
having branches, rocks, and other structures to climb on. Providing a stimulating
environment with various textures and hiding spots will keep them active and
engaged.

3. Socializing

Contrary to their name, hermit crabs are social creatures that thrive in groups.
Consider getting more than one if possible, as they enjoy interacting with each
other. However, ensure the habitat is spacious enough to accommodate multiple
crabs without overcrowding.

4. Shell Swapping

Hermit crabs change shells as they grow. This behavior is necessary for their
survival, as a correctly fitting shell provides protection. Observing the shell
swapping process can be fascinating, but it's crucial to provide a variety of empty
shells for them to choose from.

Understanding hermit crab behavior will not only allow you to better care for your
pet but also foster a deeper appreciation for these incredible creatures.

Common Health Issues and Concerns

While hermit crabs are generally hardy pets, they can still experience health
issues. Here are some common problems to be aware of:

1. Shell Damage or Inadequate Shells

Ensure that the shells your hermit crab has access to are suitable and provide
ample protection. If a crab doesn't have access to the right-sized shell, it can lead



to stress and even death. Regularly check their shell size and provide
replacements if needed.

2. Stress and Aggression

Stress and aggression can occur if the habitat is too small, overcrowded, or lacks
appropriate hiding spots. Signs of stress can include loss of appetite, excessive
hiding, or aggression towards other crabs. Monitor their behavior closely, and
make necessary adjustments to their environment.

3. Mites and Parasites

Mites and parasites can latch onto hermit crabs, causing irritation and potential
health problems. Regularly inspect your crab's shell and body for any signs of
infestation, such as tiny moving specks or unusual behavior. Consult a
veterinarian if you suspect an infestation.

4. Temperature and Humidity Fluctuations

Drastic temperature or humidity changes can be detrimental to your hermit crab's
health. Make sure to regularly monitor and maintain a stable environment within
their habitat. Sudden fluctuations can leave them vulnerable to stress, illness, or
death.

While these are common health issues, it's crucial to be proactive in keeping your
hermit crab's environment clean, providing a suitable diet, and offering frequent
inspections to ensure their well-being.

Raising healthy and happy pet hermit crabs requires a proper understanding of
their needs and behaviors. By providing the perfect habitat, offering a balanced
diet, and closely monitoring their health, you can enjoy the company and wonder
of these intriguing creatures.



Remember, a happy pet hermit crab is one that receives love, care, and attention.
With this ultimate guide, you have all the knowledge you need to embark on an
incredible journey of raising pet hermit crabs and creating a fulfilling experience
for both you and your new companions.
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Hermit Crab Care for Beginners not only shows you exactly how to properly take
care of Hermit Crabs but it also shows you why they make such fun and
interesting pets for children and adults. You will quickly learn that Hermit Crab
care is not only simple but it is also very affordable.

“Everything I needed to know about taking care of my hermit crabs!” Billy South
Florida

“Hermit crabs do make great first time pets and this book has shown me why.”
Jessica Ohio
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“I had my hermit crab habitat all wrong. This book showed me why and now my
hermies are happy.” Michael Orlando

From choosing your first Hermit Crab, to setting up their habitat and what to do if
things don't go as planned, Hermit Crab Care for Beginners shows you exactly
how to care for and have fun with your new friends.

Written in an easy to read conversational style, Hermit Crab aficionado Jensen
Kendall takes you under his wing and explains all of the important things you
need to know about raising your pet Hermit Crabs.

“As a child, I spent a lot of time in the Florida Keys where the popular land Hermit
Crabs of today's pet trade roamed the land. It didn't take me long to find out just
how entertaining and fascinating these little creatures can be.

As I grew up, I never forgot my time with the wild Hermit Crabs of the Florida
Keys. When my 5 year old son showed interest in owning a pet, I knew a Hermit
Crab would make an excellent first choice. Not only did my son bond with his
Hermit Crab, but he also learned the real value of responsibility, a very important
life building skill.” Author: Jensen Kendall

Find out how to keep your Hermit Crabs happy and healthy by: Learning why
Hermit Crabs make such good pets, understanding each species needs,
choosing the perfect Hermit Crabs, What Makes the Perfect Hermit Crab Habitat,
Setting Up the Perfect Hermit Crab Habitat, Maintaining proper heat and humidity
levels, What to feed your Hermit Crabs, Understanding the molting process and
what to do should problems arise.

Thinking about buying or do you already own a Hermit Crab? Buy this book and
quickly learn how to keep your Hermit Crabs happy and healthy.
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