
Ducati Bevel Twins 1971 To 1986: A Legendary
Era of Performance
When it comes to iconic motorcycles, Ducati has always been a prominent name
in the industry. One of their most celebrated periods is the era of the Ducati Bevel
Twins, which lasted from 1971 to 1986. These bikes hold a special place in the
hearts of motorcycle enthusiasts around the world, with their distinctive design,
raw power, and exhilarating performance.

The Birth of the Bevel Twins

The Ducati Bevel Twins were born out of the need for a competitive racing
machine during a time when the company was struggling financially. The
combination of Chief Designer Fabio Taglioni's engineering brilliance and Ducati's
racing heritage resulted in the birth of the bevel-driven overhead camshaft
(desmodromic) V-Twin engines, also known as the "Bevel Twins."

Introduced in 1971, the first Bevel Twin model was the Ducati 750 GT. It featured
a 748cc V-Twin engine that produced an impressive 60 horsepower, making it
one of the fastest bikes of its time. The iconic bevel drive mechanism, visible on
the side of the engine, became a hallmark of Ducati motorcycles for years to
come.
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Performance and Innovation

The Ducati Bevel Twins quickly earned a reputation for their outstanding
performance on both the road and the race track. The bikes were known for their
incredible acceleration, precise handling, and impressive top speeds. Their
performance was enhanced by the desmodromic valve system, which improved
engine efficiency by eliminating valve springs and ensuring precise control of
valve opening and closing.

Throughout the 1970s and 1980s, Ducati continued to innovate and improve their
Bevel Twins models. From the 750 Sport to the legendary 900 Super Sport and
the iconic Mike Hailwood Replica, each model brought its own unique charm to
the lineup. These motorcycles not only dominated the racetracks but also
became highly sought-after by collectors and enthusiasts.

A Design Ahead of its Time

The Ducati Bevel Twins were not only known for their exceptional performance
but also their distinctive design. The bikes had a sleek and muscular appearance,
with their exposed engines proudly on display. The bright metallic finishes,
combined with the iconic bevel drive cover, made these motorcycles instantly
recognizable on the road.

The innovative design extended beyond just the aesthetics. The frame, made of
lightweight materials such as chrome-molybdenum steel, offered superior agility
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and handling. The suspension systems and braking components were also
continuously refined to provide optimal performance and control.

End of an Era

As the 1980s progressed, Ducati started transitioning to newer technologies,
such as the of the belt-driven camshaft. In 1986, Ducati bid farewell to the bevel-
driven engines, marking the end of an era. Although the Bevel Twins were
replaced by more modern designs, they remain a symbol of Ducati's rich heritage
and engineering excellence.

Today, the Ducati Bevel Twins from the 1971 to 1986 era have become highly
sought-after collectors' items. Their timeless design, exceptional performance,
and limited availability contribute to their desirability. Owning a Bevel Twin is not
only a testament to the golden era of Ducati motorcycles but also a gateway to
experiencing the thrill and excitement that these legendary machines provided.

The era of the Ducati Bevel Twins from 1971 to 1986 remains a monumental
period in motorcycle history. It was a time of innovation, performance, and
exquisite design. These bikes captured the hearts of riders and spectators alike,
leaving a lasting legacy that continues to inspire generations of motorcyclists.

Despite their production ending decades ago, the Ducati Bevel Twins still hold a
special place in the hearts of avid motorcycle enthusiasts. Their rarity and
timeless appeal make them highly desirable among collectors. Owning a Bevel
Twin is not only owning a piece of motorcycle history but also an opportunity to
experience the timeless thrill and excitement these legendary machines offer.
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