
Discovering the Intriguing Strangeness in
Jacobean Drama

The world of Jacobean drama, the theatrical productions that emerged during the
reign of King James I, is a fascinating one. This period witnessed a fusion of
various forms of entertainment, including elements of comedy, tragedy, and the
supernatural. What makes Jacobean drama particularly intriguing is its
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distinctiveness in terms of themes, structures, and overall atmosphere. In this
article, we delve into the concept of strangeness in Jacobean drama and explore
its significance in both studies of performance and early modern drama.

Unveiling Strangeness

Strangeness, in the context of Jacobean drama, refers to the presence of
unconventional, peculiar, or mysterious elements that break away from traditional
norms. The use of intense emotions, supernatural occurrences, and bizarre
characters creates an atmosphere of discomfort and intrigue, leaving the
audience captivated and enthralled.
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One prominent example of strangeness in Jacobean drama is William
Shakespeare's "Macbeth." The play explores themes of ambition, guilt, and the
supernatural. The appearance of the three weird sisters, their prophecies, and the
presence of ghosts, witches, and apparitions all contribute to the overall sense of
strange and uncanny atmosphere.

Studies in Performance

FREE

https://open-source-book-library.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IkluUXNCYnhJQUUzOFRwdGZyWW85aGtmdU53OUJwV25pM1ZOckpKZk5YTlhQbmFFcFNtbXprV0F3QXpEeDRRcjh3bjdoMG9DdjFWd3BjRmpsTGtlb2ZkeUppaEM0S1F3NG9VaWc4SjdzVlpVUTZhYjBqSnVsVU1mMEZOUXdmZ214b3ZDNWdjT283VVRLT2JBbjhCMTJQazZJbzFzNFJQbm5qd1BMbU9KdGo1VUtqSFwvakFlbUxWMU4xVXJhTDVNUlFibVI5eXJvNWR6b2dDT3B3WEh1MnNsdThQSjdPNE0xXC83TDN0RDNiWEh2TT0iLCJpdiI6ImEzMjdjODA2MmEzNTg1OTNmOGVlZjRmYWI3OTQ0MDc0IiwicyI6IjJhZGUzNjI3NTAyYjU3MmEifQ%3D%3D
https://open-source-book-library.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6ImRLWW1vUHJwVHVvN3lhQ0NFc1FmMXFHMkZrYWhHcXBveUI4dUhyZTZZcVpFNmNCMGZaemg5NytEMTBMc3RuZEhsc3BsakhYZkN3NDk3eGdRYmJtS21aN1ZoVExuKzE3TjdWd01tb2ZQYnlTUkgyTTN2R2JnVThEdXB6a0VEdEtObGlZa09JUVJDd3pQU3dVYmF3Q05BeGhGTTl6U29ZU05aTFBrNG9taFpzem5Sa25Yd25RNTYwd3JuWlwvYklyQ1JcL2V2cXk3ODBOTlphT29FSTRaWFwvOFcyS25nM1pkSW9DSEdsQ3dVM2dTbUE9IiwiaXYiOiJlMGNhMDY3YmMxN2Q0OGE0ZThhMDIzYzIwYzQ3NjFmZiIsInMiOiIxYTRkMWMwZjkxYzU5NzIxIn0%3D
https://open-source-book-library.web.app/free-book.html?pdf-file=eyJjdCI6IlErRlg2b3pNUXlNWGFlR0ppM1FHVG5zbldJcTRmSGhuSDBDR2poQjVyVUJuNTlOVURXZmZJSUZrXC9TemgyNHpJTmpsUjVDak1LODBTMGNKWkpTQ09WUFkyU1JldWRUcW8weEFZZCtxZmFtdkxFYlhOWWsySFwvdFFkSTN2c1lEdk5iMVg2TWJpdTk0bm9iaUR2MTlFRVVsRGlnUmJPejhseFplXC9rd0NwcTRcL3VmZXI4S2IxSDlmUjQ3NXBZMmFyTWU5T0Q4WERqaWZKbmdRZkViWGxiVVJiQ1NWeFBzcVQ0OEloUGI0SFZBMXZBPSIsIml2IjoiYzcwNTJlOWFlMDQ4NTkyZDUzMWUzZGExNWJmOTk1NTciLCJzIjoiZTlkZDRlZDNhMzk4ODcyMSJ9


The concept of strangeness in Jacobean drama has attracted the attention of
scholars and researchers, leading to a plethora of studies in performance.
Through analyzing the staging techniques, effects, and interpretations of strange
elements, researchers aim to understand how these elements were brought to life
on stage during the Jacobean era. These studies shed light on the creativity and
inventiveness of the playwrights, directors, and actors of the time.

By examining various performance records, scholars have unearthed interesting
details about the use of lighting, sound effects, and costumes to enhance the
strangeness in Jacobean drama. These findings allow us to imagine the
immersive experience theatergoers must have had, being surrounded by an
atmosphere teeming with supernatural occurrences, darkness, and mystery.

Exploring Early Modern Drama

Strangeness in Jacobean drama is not only confined to individual plays but also
extends to the broader domain of early modern drama. The uniqueness of this
era's dramatic works lies in their departure from classical models, incorporating
elements of the grotesque, the supernatural, and the absurd.

The exploration of strangeness in early modern drama reveals the innovative
spirit of playwrights such as Thomas Middleton, John Webster, and John Ford.
Their works, which tackle themes like revenge, love, and power, offer a
captivating glimpse into the dark recesses of human nature and the unexplored
realms of the supernatural.

Legacy and Influence

The strangeness in Jacobean drama has left a lasting impact on the world of
theater. Even today, contemporary productions often draw inspiration from the
atmosphere and unconventional elements found in these early modern plays.



The legacy of strangeness in Jacobean drama can be seen in the works of
renowned playwrights such as Samuel Beckett, Tom Stoppard, and Caryl
Churchill. These modern authors have incorporated unconventional themes,
narratives, and characters in their plays, allowing the legacy of Jacobean
strangeness to live on.

The Allure of Strangeness

What makes the strangeness in Jacobean drama so alluring? Its ability to
transport audiences to a world far from the ordinary, where the familiar
boundaries of reality are blurred and new possibilities emerge. The inclusion of
strange and uncanny elements allows for a deeper exploration of human
emotions, the supernatural, and the complexities of the human psyche.

In a world where we often seek escapism and a break from the mundane,
Jacobean drama's strangeness offers a captivating escape into the unknown. It
invites us to question our own perceptions, beliefs, and limitations, ultimately
expanding our understanding of the world and the human experience.

The appeal of strangeness in Jacobean drama cannot be understated. Its ability
to defy traditional norms and offer a glimpse into the macabre, the supernatural,
and the enigmatic captivates audiences and scholars alike. As we continue to
delve into studies of performance and early modern drama, the intrigue and allure
of Jacobean strangeness will undoubtedly continue to inspire generations of
theater enthusiasts and researchers.
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Callan Davies presents “strangeness” as a fresh critical paradigm for
understanding the construction and performance of Jacobean drama—one that
would have been deeply familiar to its playwrights and early audiences. This
study brings together cultural analysis, philosophical enquiry, and the history of
staged special effects to examine how preoccupation with the strange unites the
verbal, visual, and philosophical elements of performance in works by
Marston, Shakespeare, Middleton, Dekker, Heywood, and Beaumont and
Fletcher.

Strangeness in Jacobean Drama therefore offers an alternative model for
understanding this important period of English dramatic history that moves
beyond categories such as “Shakespeare’s late plays,” “tragicomedy,” or the
home of cynical and bloodthirsty tragedies.

This book will be of great interest to students and scholars of early modern drama
and philosophy, rhetorical studies, and the history of science and technology.
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