Defining Hybrid Homeschools In America:
Little Platoons

Hybrid homeschooling, also known as blended learning or part-time
homeschooling, is a growing trend in education across America. Combining the

benefits of homeschooling and traditional schooling, hybrid homeschools offer a
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unique approach to education that provides flexibility, individualized instruction,

and socialization opportunities.

So, what exactly are hybrid homeschools? These innovative learning
environments allow students to spend a portion of their time at home with their
parents or guardians, while also attending classes on-campus or participating in
online coursework. This balanced approach aims to provide the best of both
worlds, blending the freedom and personalization of homeschooling with the

support and resources of traditional schooling.
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The Rise of Hybrid Homeschools

Over the past decade, hybrid homeschools have gained significant popularity,
especially among families who appreciate the control and customization that
homeschooling offers, but still value social interaction and access to specialized
knowledge provided by educational institutions. Little Platoons, a term coined by
American political philosopher Edmund Burke, perfectly captures the essence of
hybrid homeschools - small communities of families uniting to educate their

children.
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These little platoons consist of a group of families who collaborate and share
resources to ensure their children receive a high-quality education. They may hire
tutors or teachers to provide instruction in specific subjects, pool funds to have
access to exclusive learning materials, or even establish a physical learning
space where their children can gather a few days a week. The structure and
organization of each hybrid homeschool vary depending on the needs and

preferences of the families involved.

The Benefits of Hybrid Homeschooling

Hybrid homeschooling offers several advantages over traditional homeschooling

or full-time traditional schooling.

Flexibility

One of the main attractions of hybrid homeschooling is its flexibility. Families have
the freedom to design a curriculum that suits their child's individual needs and

learning style without being tied to restrictive school schedules. They can create a
tailored education plan that allows for extracurricular activities, family trips, or any

other commitments they deem important.

Personalized Instruction

Hybrid homeschooling allows for personalized instruction, as parents can closely
adapt their teaching strategies to cater to their child's strengths and weaknesses.
With smaller class sizes or one-on-one tutoring, students receive more individual
attention, fostering a deeper understanding of subjects and promoting academic

Success.

Socialization Opportunities

Contrary to popular misconceptions, hybrid homeschooling provides ample

socialization opportunities for students. By attending classes or participating in



group activities, children can develop friendships, engage in collaborative
projects, and learn essential social skills. Additionally, many hybrid
homeschooling communities organize outings and field trips, allowing children to

interact with peers outside a traditional classroom setting.

A Sense of Community

Being part of a little platoon fosters a strong sense of community among families
in hybrid homeschools. Parents can share homeschooling strategies, exchange
resources, and provide emotional support. Children, in turn, develop lasting
friendships within their platoon, creating a supportive and enriching learning

environment.

Challenges and Considerations

While hybrid homeschooling offers numerous benefits, it's important to
acknowledge the challenges and considerations associated with this educational

approach.

Time Management

Hybrid homeschooling requires careful time management, as parents take on the
role of both educators and caregivers. Balancing teaching responsibilities
alongside other commitments can be demanding, necessitating effective

organization and communication within the little platoon.

Resource Management

Shared resource management can be a potential challenge within hybrid
homeschooling communities, particularly in terms of financial contributions and
access to specialized materials. Proper planning, open discussions, and
equitable distribution of resources are crucial in maintaining a successful and

harmonious learning environment.



Legal Compliance

Each state in America has its own laws regarding homeschooling and hybrid
homeschooling. Families considering this educational approach need to ensure
they comply with their state's regulations, including record-keeping, reporting, and

assessment requirements.

Hybrid homeschools, or little platoons, are revolutionizing the way education is
approached in America. By merging the benefits of homeschooling with the
advantages of traditional schooling, these innovative learning environments offer
flexibility, personalization, socialization, and a sense of community for students
and families alike. While hybrid homeschooling presents its challenges, it
continues to gain recognition as an effective educational option that empowers

families to take an active role in their child's learning journey.
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Defining Hybrid Homeschools in America: Little Platoons explores the idea of
hybrid homeschools, where students attend a formal school setting for part of the
week and are homeschooled the rest of the week. Eric Wearne observes that

school choice in America typically comes in two forms: programs set up for
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disadvantaged students, and the more common form of choice that wealthy
parents can exercise —paying private tuition or moving to a more desirable school
district. While disadvantaged families in many places and wealthy families
everywhere can exercise choice when it comes to schooling, a sizeable group
typically gets left out of those options—the large number of families who are too
wealthy to access state or local programs, but not wealthy enough to pay for
private schooling or moving expenses. Wearne argues that this is a long-term
weakness for school choice in America; the middle class is generally a well-off
demographic, but is almost completely unserved when it comes to this large
aspect of their children’s lives. However, one low-cost option has arisen to
address this niche: hybrid home schools. Wearne cites existing research to argue
for this model’s efficacy for the middle class as a strong example of a healthy civil
society and examines how policy definitions are breaking down and evolving in

education as we challenge the existing definitions of schooling.
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