
Custer's Favorite Regiment: The Untold Story

When it comes to the famous American Civil War era brigadier general, George
Armstrong Custer, most people are familiar with his involvement in the Battle of
Little Bighorn and his controversial demise. However, what many people don't
know is that Custer had a favorite regiment that he held in high regard throughout
his military career. This is the untold story of Custer's favorite regiment.

The 7th Cavalry Regiment: Recruitment and Training
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The 7th Cavalry Regiment, formed in 1866, was originally established to provide
security for settlers traveling along the Oregon Trail and to protect railroad
workers from attacks by Native American tribes. Custer was assigned as the
commander of this regiment, which would become the one he cherished most.
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Recruitment for the 7th Cavalry Regiment was rigorous, with only the bravest and
most skilled individuals being accepted. These men went through intense training
to develop their riding and fighting skills, making them a formidable force on the
battlefield.

A Bond Like No Other

As the leader of the 7th Cavalry Regiment, Custer developed a deep bond with
his troops. He admired their bravery, skill, and loyalty, believing them to be the
finest soldiers he had ever commanded. This emotional connection between
Custer and his men set the 7th Cavalry Regiment apart from other units.
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During the Civil War, Custer's favorite regiment fought in several significant
battles, including Gettysburg, where they played a crucial role in securing a Union
victory. Their relentless determination and strategic expertise earned them a
reputation as one of the most effective cavalry units in the entire war.

A Toughened Unit

Surviving numerous battles and skirmishes, the 7th Cavalry Regiment emerged
as a toughened unit under Custer's leadership. Their combat experience made
them seasoned veterans who could adapt to any situation. They became
renowned for their swift and daring charges, striking fear into the hearts of their
enemies.

Moments of Controversy
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Despite its impressive accomplishments, the 7th Cavalry Regiment also faced
moments of controversy. One notable incident occurred during the Battle of
Washita River, where Custer's troops attacked a peaceful Cheyenne village,
resulting in the deaths of numerous Native Americans, including women and
children.

Another controversial event associated with the regiment was their participation in
the infamous Battle of Little Bighorn, where Custer himself along with many of his
men tragically lost their lives. This battle marked a devastating defeat for the 7th
Cavalry Regiment and posed questions about their strategies and leadership
decisions.

Legacy and Remembrance

Despite these blemishes, the 7th Cavalry Regiment's legacy lives on. Their
contributions to the Union's victory in the Civil War and their reputation as a fierce
fighting force remain undoubted. Memorials and monuments dedicated to the
regiment can be found across the United States, honoring the bravery and
sacrifice of Custer's favorite regiment.

Custer's favorite regiment, the 7th Cavalry Regiment, played a vital role during
the American Civil War and left a lasting impression on the nation's history. Their
bravery, skill, and loyalty earned them the deep admiration of their beloved
leader. Although their story is not without controversy, their significant
contributions to the Union cause should never be forgotten.

Next time you hear about General Custer, remember to delve deeper into the
untold story of his favorite regiment, the 7th Cavalry. Their journey, their
sacrifices, and their impact on American history deserve to be celebrated and
acknowledged.
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