
Complicity And Moral Accountability:
Exploring Friedrich Nietzsche's Radical
Perspective

In the realm of moral philosophy, Friedrich Nietzsche stands tall as one of
history's most influential and controversial thinkers. His ideas on complicity and
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moral accountability have incited countless debates and discussions among
scholars and philosophers alike. This article aims to delve into Nietzsche's radical
perspectives on these topics, deciphering the depth of his thoughts and
challenging conventional moral frameworks.

Nietzsche's Critique of Traditional Morality

Nietzsche's philosophical journey was characterized by his scathing critique of
traditional morality. He believed that moral values and judgments were subjective,
often used to suppress individual desires and maintain social order. Nietzsche
challenged the notion of good and evil, arguing that they were mere constructs
created by those in power to control the masses.
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According to Nietzsche, traditional morality promoted a culture of guilt and self-
denial. It encouraged individuals to repress their natural instincts and conform to
societal expectations, leading to a lack of authenticity and personal growth. He
urged people to break free from the chains of morality and embrace their true
desires and passions, unburdened by artificial notions of right and wrong.
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The Paradox of Complicity

One of Nietzsche's most provocative ideas was his exploration of complicity and
its implications on moral accountability. He argued that individuals who passively
adhered to societal norms and values were complicit in perpetuating oppressive
systems. By conforming to moral standards without critical examination,
individuals inadvertently contributed to the preservation of power structures that
oppressed and marginalized certain groups.

Nietzsche's notion of complicity challenges the traditional understanding of moral
responsibility. He posited that individuals who did not actively resist oppressive
systems were not only responsible for their own actions but also for the actions of
the entire society. In this view, passivity and indifference become as morally
reprehensible as direct participation in unethical activities.

Embracing Radical Responsibility

If complicity renders individuals morally accountable, Nietzsche argued that
embracing radical responsibility could be the path to freedom and self-discovery.
He believed in the power of the individual to create their own values and define
their own morality. By taking responsibility for their own actions and actively
resisting oppressive systems, individuals could challenge the status quo and
forge their own path.

Nietzsche emphasized the importance of self-awareness and introspection. He
encouraged individuals to question societal norms and reflect on their own
desires and values. By doing so, they could break free from the chains of
conformity and discover their own authentic selves. Nietzsche's philosophy
empowers individuals to become active agents of change, shaping their destiny
and reclaiming their moral autonomy.



Moral Accountability in the Modern World

Applying Nietzsche's ideas to the modern world, it becomes evident that
complicity and moral accountability are still relevant and pressing concerns.
Today, more than ever, individuals have the means to challenge oppressive
systems and demand accountability from those in power. The rise of social media
and grassroots movements has provided a platform for dissent and an avenue for
collective action.

However, Nietzsche's ideas also come with their share of complexities and ethical
dilemmas. While Nietzsche championed personal freedom, his philosophy raises
questions about the limits of individual responsibility. How do we balance
personal autonomy with the welfare of others? How can we gauge the extent of
our complicity in systems that we do not actively support but benefit from
passively?

Friedrich Nietzsche's thoughts on complicity and moral accountability continue to
challenge and provoke philosophical discourse. His radical ideas offer a fresh
perspective on traditional morality, urging individuals to question their adherence
to societal norms and explore their own values. By embracing radical
responsibility, individuals can break free from the chains of complicity and actively
contribute to positive change in the modern world.
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In Complicity and Moral Accountability, Gregory Mellema presents a philosophical
approach to the moral issues involved in complicity. Starting with a taxonomy of
Thomas Aquinas, according to whom there are nine ways for one to become
complicit in the wrongdoing of another, Mellema analyzes each kind of complicity
and examines the moral status of someone complicit in each of these ways.
Mellema’s central argument is that one must perform a contributing action to
qualify as an accomplice, and that it is always morally blameworthy to perform
such an action. Additionally, he argues that an accomplice frequently bears moral
responsibility for the outcome of the other’s wrongdoing, but he distinguishes this
case from cases in which the accomplice is tainted by the wrongdoing of the
principal actor. He further distinguishes between enabling, facilitating, and
condoning harm, and introduces the concept of indirect complicity. Mellema
tackles issues that are clearly important to any case of collective and shared
responsibility and yet are rarely discussed in depth, and he always presents his
arguments clearly, concisely, and engagingly. His account of the nonmoral as well
as moral qualities of complicity in wrongdoing—especially of the many and varied
ways in which principles and accomplices can interact—is highly illuminating.
Liberally sprinkled with helpful and nuanced examples, Complicity and Moral
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Accountability vividly illustrates the many ways in which one may be complicit in
wrongdoing.
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