
Big Game Rifles And Cartridges: The Ultimate
Guide for Hunters

The pursuit of big game has been a long-standing tradition for hunters all over the
world. Whether you are an experienced hunter or just starting out, having the
right rifle and cartridges is crucial for a successful and ethical hunt. In this
comprehensive guide, we will explore the world of big game rifles and cartridges,
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covering everything from the different types of rifles to the best cartridges for
each game animal.

The Importance of Choosing the Right Rifle

When it comes to big game hunting, the right rifle can make all the difference. A
well-chosen rifle will contribute to accuracy, power, and versatility. There are
several factors to consider when selecting a big game rifle, including caliber,
action type, weight, and overall fit.
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Caliber is an essential aspect to consider as it determines the size and power of
the firearm. Different game animals require different calibers to ensure quick and
humane kills. For example, larger animals such as elk or moose may require a
.30-06 or .300 Winchester Magnum, while smaller game like deer can be taken
down effectively with a .270 Winchester or .308 Winchester. Researching the
specific requirements for your target animal is crucial.
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The action type refers to the mechanical operation of the rifle. Bolt-action rifles
are popular for big game hunting due to their inherent accuracy and reliability.
Lever-action and semi-automatic rifles can also be options, depending on
personal preference and hunting conditions.

Weight and overall fit are important considerations as well. A heavier rifle may be
more stable for long-range shots but can be cumbersome to carry over long
distances. Similarly, the rifle should fit comfortably in your shoulder and be easy
to handle in various hunting scenarios.

The Best Cartridges for Big Game Hunting

Choosing the right cartridges is as crucial as selecting the right rifle. The cartridge
you choose should match your rifle's caliber and be appropriate for the game
animal you are pursuing. Here are some popular cartridges used for big game
hunting:

1. .30-06 Springfield: This versatile cartridge has been a favorite among
hunters for decades. It offers excellent accuracy and stopping power, making
it suitable for a wide range of game, from deer to elk.

2. .300 Winchester Magnum: Known for its flat trajectory and long-range
capabilities, this cartridge is ideal for hunters targeting large game in open
country.

3. .270 Winchester: A popular choice for deer hunting, this cartridge offers a
good balance between power and recoil, making it accessible to shooters of
all skill levels.

4. .338 Lapua Magnum: Designed for long-range precision shooting, this
cartridge is a favorite among those pursuing big game at extended distances.



5. .45-70 Government: This cartridge is specifically designed for hunting heavy
and dangerous game species, such as bears or buffalo. It delivers heavy
bullet weights for maximum stopping power.

It's essential to research and understand the ballistics, recoil, and suitable game
for each cartridge before making a decision.

Tips for Choosing the Perfect Combination

Now that we have discussed the importance of choosing the right rifle and
cartridges, here are some tips to help you find the perfect combination:

1. Research and consult experts:

Before making any purchase, thoroughly research rifles, cartridges, and hunting
regulations specific to your area. Consulting with experienced hunters or
professionals at local sporting goods stores can provide valuable insights and
recommendations.

2. Consider your hunting environment:

Think about the terrain, climate, and hunting conditions in which you mostly
operate. For example, hunting in dense forests may require a different rifle and
cartridge combination compared to open plains or mountains. Understanding your
environment will help you make an informed decision.

3. Test and practice:

Once you have chosen a rifle and cartridge combo, spend ample time at a
shooting range to practice and become comfortable with your setup. Regular
practice will improve your marksmanship skills and allow you to understand the
capabilities and limitations of your chosen combination.



4. Consider recoil and personal limitations:

It's important to choose a combination that suits your physical abilities and recoil
tolerance. A high-recoil rifle-cartridge combination can affect accuracy and
potentially cause discomfort or flinching during shooting.

5. Stay within ethical boundaries:

Always prioritize ethical hunting practices. Choose a combination that ensures a
quick, clean, and humane kill, aligning with the game animal's size and nature.
Trusting your equipment and making ethical shots will lead to a more successful
and satisfying hunting experience.

When it comes to big game hunting, having the right rifle and cartridges is
essential. By considering factors such as caliber, action type, weight, and fit, you
can choose a rifle that suits your hunting needs. Likewise, selecting the
appropriate cartridges based on ballistics, recoil, and game requirements is
crucial for a successful hunt. Remember to thoroughly research, test your setup,
and prioritize ethical hunting practices to make the most of your big game hunting
adventures.
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In this first book of his, published in 1936, Keith takes on the big game cartridges
one by one and describes just what they are capable of when put to the actual
test of bringing down game. Each cartridge is treated extensively; practical and
comparative data being given with all of the various weights and types of hunting
bullets suitable for use in it.

Here is real, first-hand data on adaptability and killing effect, at all ranges and on
all species of Western big game. Its text is filled with hunting notes and
observations of the most original and accurate nature.

Although originally published almost 80 years ago, this book still covers many of
the hunting cartridges in use today. Despite its age, this reference work will be a
valuable addition to the library of the 21st century hunter.
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