
An Illustrated History Of Butlin: From Humble
Origins to Holiday Icon
Butler's Holiday Camps, better known as Butlin, hold a special place in British
vacation history. Providing affordable holidays and entertainment for families for
over eight decades, their colorful resorts have become an iconic part of the British
seaside experience. In this illustrated history, we will delve into the origins and
evolution of Butlin, exploring how it transformed from a small, ambitious venture
into a national treasure.

Chapter 1: Origins and Early Days

Our journey begins in the early 1930s when Billy Butlin realized the potential for a
new kind of holiday experience. He envisioned a place where families could
escape the stress of daily life, enjoy a range of activities, and create lasting
memories. With this vision in mind, Butlin opened his first holiday camp in
Skegness in 1936, which quickly became a roaring success.

The camp was built with an emphasis on community and entertainment, offering
live shows, swimming pools, fairgrounds, and much more. It captured the hearts
of families across Britain, providing an affordable option for a seaside getaway
during a time of economic hardship.
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Chapter 2: Expansion and Innovation

As Butlin's popularity soared, he expanded his empire by opening numerous
camps across the UK. These resorts introduced new and exciting attractions such
as chalets, roller-skating rinks, and even monorails. Butlin's attention to detail and
commitment to ensuring his guests had the best possible experience led to
continuous growth and development.

The camps became renowned for their fun-filled activities, including talent shows,
beauty contests, and sports tournaments. Butlin sought to offer something for
everyone, catering to different age groups and interests. The resorts were a hive
of energetic entertainment, ensuring guests were constantly engaged and
entertained.

Chapter 3: Butlin and the War

Like many other aspects of life, Butlin's camps faced significant challenges during
World War II. They were requisitioned by the government to serve as training
centers and temporary accommodation for soldiers. Despite the hardships,
Butlin's camps played a crucial role in boosting morale and offering respite for
military personnel. After the war, Butlin focused on restoring and expanding his
beloved resorts to welcome back holidaymakers.
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Chapter 4: The 1950s and the Golden Era

The 1950s marked the golden era for Butlin's resorts. The company continued to
innovate, introducing new attractions such as outdoor theaters, cinemas, and
amusement arcades. The camps became synonymous with fun and excitement,
attracting families from all walks of life.

This era also saw the rise of famous Redcoats, the entertainment team that has
become an integral part of the Butlin experience. With their red uniforms and
infectious enthusiasm, the Redcoats became beloved figures, ensuring guests
had an unforgettable time.

Chapter 5: Evolution and Modernization

As the decades passed, Butlin's resorts went through various changes in
response to shifting cultural trends and customer demands. Over the years, the
camps introduced new accommodations, upgraded facilities, and diversified
entertainment options to remain relevant and appealing to successive
generations.

Today, Butlin's continues to thrive, offering a blend of nostalgia and contemporary
entertainment. The bright and vibrant resorts have evolved without losing the
essence that made them so beloved in the first place.

An illustrated history of Butlin showcases the remarkable journey of a holiday
empire that has shaped British vacationing for generations. From its humble
beginnings to becoming a national holiday icon, the story of Butlin's intertwines
with the stories of countless families who have created treasured memories within
its boundaries.



At Butlin's, the spirit of community, entertainment, and fun remains as strong as
ever, ensuring that the unrivaled holiday experience created by Billy Butlin
continues to enchant and inspire visitors to this day.
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For over seventy-five years, Butlin's have been entertaining families of all ages.
Billy Butlin opened his first holiday camp in Skegness in 1936 and continued to
expand with camps at Clacton, Ayr, Pwllheli, Bognor Regis, Mosney, Minehead
and Barry Island. In post-war Britain, families could enjoy a holiday at Butlin's for
the equivalent of a week s wage. Their slogan was Our True Intent is all for Your
Delight. Over the years, hundreds of thousands of people visited Butlin's and
many have wonderful memories of the friendly redcoats, the funfair rides, roller
skating, boating, the talent contests and the beauty pageants.
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