
About US Army Campaigns in the War of
1812: The Forgotten Heroes

The War of 1812 holds a significant place in American history as it asserted the
United States' position as a nation and challenged the mighty British Empire.
While often overshadowed by the Revolutionary War and the Civil War, the War
of 1812 showcased the bravery and resilience of the US Army. This article
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explores the major campaigns undertaken by the US Army during this historic
conflict.

1. The Invasion of Canada

One of the primary objectives of the US Army during the War of 1812 was to
invade Canada. The Army's plan was to capture British territories and put
pressure on the British to negotiate peace. Led by General William Hull, the US
Army launched an invasion from Detroit in July 1812. However, due to a lack of
supplies, questionable decision-making, and the strong defense put up by the
British and their Native American allies, Hull's campaign ultimately failed.
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2. Battle of Lake Erie

In September 1813, the US Army achieved a pivotal victory in the Battle of Lake
Erie. Under the command of Commodore Oliver Hazard Perry, the US Navy fleet
defeated the British Royal Navy, securing control of the lake. This victory opened
up new opportunities for the US Army to launch successful campaigns in the
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western territories, cutting off British supply lines and putting them at a significant
disadvantage.

3. The Battle of the Thames

One of the most prominent campaigns of the War of 1812 was the Battle of the
Thames in October 1813. The US Army, led by General William Henry Harrison,
successfully defeated the British and their Native American allies led by
Tecumseh. This battle marked a turning point in the war and severely weakened
the British-Indian coalition. It also opened up the Northwest Territory for further
settlement by the United States.

4. The Creek War

While the War of 1812 was primarily fought against the British, one significant
campaign involved the US Army's conflict with the Creek Nation in the
southeastern region. The Creek War, led by General Andrew Jackson, aimed to
secure more Native American lands for settlement and remove resistance to
American expansion. After a series of battles and the decisive victory at the Battle
of Horseshoe Bend in 1814, the Creek Nation was forced to cede millions of
acres of land to the United States.

5. The Battle of New Orleans

The final major campaign of the War of 1812 came in January 1815 with the
Battle of New Orleans. General Andrew Jackson's forces, consisting of a mix of
US Army regulars, militia, and local volunteers, successfully defended the city
against the powerful British Army. The victory at New Orleans, which occurred
after the Treaty of Ghent had already ended the war, became a symbol of
American resilience and boosted national pride. It cemented Jackson's reputation
as a national hero and propelled him to the presidency later on.



The US Army's campaigns during the War of 1812 played a crucial role in
shaping the nation's history. Despite facing numerous challenges and setbacks,
the Army's bravery and determination ultimately led to significant victories and
helped establish the United States as a formidable force on the world stage. The
stories of these forgotten heroes deserve to be remembered and celebrated for
their contribution to the nation's growth and development.
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A series of pamphlets on the US Army's campaigns in the War of 1812, published
by the Pentagon's Center of Military History. Collected here in one volume. From
the American invasion of Canada to the Battle of New Orleans. Illustrated.
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