
A Month Trip to the Czech Republic: Exploring
the Rich Culture, Historical Landmarks, and
Picturesque Sceneries
Embarking on a month-long journey to the heart of Europe is an adventure of a
lifetime. The Czech Republic, known for its rich history, stunning architecture, and
vibrant cultural scene, offers an unparalleled experience for travelers seeking to
immerse themselves in the beauty of this enchanting country. From the charming
streets of Prague to the picturesque countryside, there is no shortage of
fascinating sights to explore and unforgettable memories to create.

Unveiling the Timeless Charm of Prague

As the capital city of the Czech Republic, Prague serves as the perfect starting
point for your month-long adventure. The city is a treasure trove of architectural
wonders, with its historic center designated as a UNESCO World Heritage site.
Stroll along the Charles Bridge, an iconic landmark adorned with statues, and
capture breathtaking views of the Vltava River while immersing yourself in the
lively atmosphere.

The Prague Castle, the largest ancient castle in the world, is a must-visit. Wander
through its vast courtyards, admire the stunning St. Vitus Cathedral, and explore
the Royal Palace and its impressive gardens. The castle offers panoramic views
of the city, making it an ideal spot for witnessing the sunset and capturing
postcard-worthy photographs.
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For art enthusiasts, a visit to the Prague National Gallery is a must. Marvel at the
works of famous Czech artists, as well as international masterpieces, in the
stunning setting of the Veletržní Palace. The gallery houses an extensive
collection of art, spanning various centuries and styles, providing a
comprehensive insight into the world of art and culture in the Czech Republic.

Immersing in History at Kutná Hora and Český Krumlov

Leaving the bustling city of Prague, venture into the charming town of Kutná
Hora, located just a short train ride away. This UNESCO-listed town is known for
its macabre yet captivating Sedlec Ossuary, also known as the Bone Church. Be
prepared to be both fascinated and horrified as you witness the intricate
decorations made from thousands of human bones.

Continue your historical journey to Český Krumlov, a fairy-tale-like town nestled in
the picturesque Bohemian countryside. The town's medieval architecture, narrow
cobblestone streets, and the majestic Český Krumlov Castle create an
atmosphere straight out of a storybook. Take a leisurely stroll along the Vltava
River, explore the castle's interiors, and soak in the peaceful ambiance of this
hidden gem.
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Discovering Natural Wonders in Bohemian Switzerland and Karlovy
Vary

Escape the urban setting and immerse yourself in the breathtaking natural beauty
of Bohemian Switzerland. Located near the German border, this national park
offers dramatic rock formations, dense forests, and mesmerizing sandstone
towers. Hike to the iconic Pravčická brána, the largest natural sandstone arch in
Europe, and revel in the awe-inspiring views that unfold before your eyes.

A trip to the Czech Republic wouldn't be complete without a visit to Karlovy Vary,
renowned for its therapeutic hot springs and luxurious spa culture. Indulge in the
healing properties of the mineral-rich waters, take a leisurely walk along the
charming colonnades, and sample the traditional Becherovka liqueur, a beloved
Czech herbal drink. The town's exquisite architecture, vibrant cultural festivals,
and serene atmosphere make it a perfect retreat to unwind and rejuvenate.

Exploring the Charming Towns of Telč and Olomouc

Venture further east to discover the lesser-known towns of Telč and Olomouc.
Telč, a UNESCO World Heritage site, boasts a well-preserved Renaissance town
square surrounded by stunning pastel-colored facades. Take a leisurely stroll
through the cobblestone streets, admire the quaint houses, and savor a cup of
coffee at one of the charming cafés. Telč's charm and tranquility will transport you
back in time.

Continue your journey to Olomouc, often referred to as the 'hidden gem' of the
Czech Republic. This vibrant university town is brimming with historical
landmarks, such as the impressive Holy Trinity Column, which is another
UNESCO World Heritage site. Explore the picturesque Upper Square, visit the
breathtaking St. Wenceslas Cathedral, and enjoy the lively ambiance of the local



food scene. Olomouc offers a perfect blend of history, culture, and youthful
energy.

Indulging in Czech Cuisine and Beer Culture

No journey to the Czech Republic is complete without indulging in its rich culinary
traditions and beer culture. Sample traditional dishes such as goulash, svíčková,
and trdelník, and immerse yourself in the flavors of hearty Czech cuisine. Don't
forget to pair your meals with a glass of the world-famous Czech beer, known for
its unparalleled quality and craftsmanship.

Prague's beer scene is a cultural phenomenon in itself. Visit one of the many beer
gardens, such as Letná Park or Riegrovy Sady, and enjoy panoramic views of the
city while sipping on a cold pint of Pilsner Urquell or Budweiser Budvar. Take a
brewery tour to learn about the intricacies of beer production and brewing
traditions, and experience firsthand why the Czech Republic is considered the
beer capital of the world.

A month-long trip to the Czech Republic is a transformative experience, offering a
blend of rich history, stunning architecture, breathtaking landscapes, and vibrant
culture. From the vibrant streets of Prague to the charming towns and natural
wonders, every corner of this enchanting country has something unique to offer.
Whether you're a history buff, an art lover, or simply seeking an adventure, the
Czech Republic will captivate your senses and leave you with memories to last a
lifetime.
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This is the story of my 70 day adventure in the Czech Republic, with 20 days in
Dresden, Germany in between. I went in the summer of 2006. Sure, I was a
tourist, but I was more. I was visiting cousins that I had met before. I was a
speaker at a history conference. I was on a mission to vastly improve my Czech
speaking skills. I went to see the land of my heritage, the land from where my four
grandparents came from. I wasn't going to be in a tour group, seeing the sights
from inside a bus, or following someone holding a banner. I was going to wander
around by myself, and go meet people, and I met dozens. I went without much of
a plan. I knew I would go to different cities, but I didn't pay attention to any details
about where I was going to stay or what I would do. In each new place I just
winged it. I went, and then figured it out. All while speaking a passable Czech. I
didn't even have a guidebook. I knew the cities I wanted to go to. And from a
lifetime in a recently arrived Czech family to America I had a fair idea of what
there was to see, though I was always surprised, too, at what else there was. All
my life I had seen photographs and paintings of these places. Now I was off to
see them in person. I had wanted to go for decades, time and money conspired
against me, now they came together.
My home base would be my cousin's house in the Hlubocepy section of Prague.
My watering hole would be the small neighborhood bar they operated in their
basement. I would head out from there to different cities, then return for a bit,
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then go out again. My cousins don't speak a word of English, so it was going to
be interesting to be totally immersed in Czech. I would be meeting a few dozen
family members on both my mother's and father's side of the family. In the middle
of it all I would take two short trips to Dresden to see a friend I knew from New
Orleans, and speak some English. Along the way I would finish my book on the
Czechs and Slovaks of Louisiana. And all the while I would be visiting castles,
palaces, churches, museums and historic sites. It was such an active trip I
exhausted myself, and even had a significant medical problem. But well, I made it
through, and now this is the story of the adventure of a lifetime.
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