
50 Travel Tips From Local Greater Than
Tourist South Korea
South Korea is a captivating country with a rich culture, stunning landscapes, and
a vibrant history. Whether you're planning to visit the bustling streets of Seoul,
explore ancient temples, or indulge in delicious Korean cuisine, this article will
provide you with 50 travel tips from local experts that will make your journey in
South Korea even more memorable.

1. Learn Basic Korean Phrases:

While many locals in South Korea speak English, knowing a few basic Korean
phrases will greatly enhance your travel experience. Learn simple greetings,
phrases for ordering food, and common expressions of gratitude.

2. Respect Local Customs:

South Koreans value respect and etiquette. Take off your shoes when entering
someone's home, bow when greeting someone, and be mindful of personal
space.
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3. Try Street Food:

South Korea is famous for its street food. Don't miss the opportunity to try
delicious treats like tteokbokki, kimbap, and hoddeok from local vendors.

4. Visit Local Markets:

Exploring local markets like Gwangjang Market in Seoul or Jagalchi Fish Market
in Busan will immerse you in the vibrant local culture and offer a unique shopping
experience.

5. Take Advantage of Public Transportation:

South Korea has a well-developed and efficient public transportation system.
Utilize the subway, buses, and trains to navigate the cities and beyond.

6. Enjoy Korean BBQ:

No trip to South Korea is complete without indulging in Korean BBQ. Grill your
own meat at one of the many BBQ restaurants and savor the flavorful experience.

7. Visit Traditional Hanbok Rental Shops:

Experience a traditional Korean outfit by renting a hanbok. Explore ancient
palaces or stroll through Bukchon Hanok Village while dressed in this beautiful
attire.

8. Explore the Hiking Trails:
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South Korea offers breathtaking hiking trails, such as Seoraksan and Jirisan.
Lace up your boots and enjoy the stunning scenery and fresh air.

9. Visit Jeju Island:

Jeju Island is a popular travel destination known for its beautiful beaches,
waterfalls, and volcanic landscapes. Explore the UNESCO World Heritage sites
and relax in nature.

10. Try a Traditional Temple Stay:

Stay at a Buddhist temple and experience the serene lifestyle of monks.
Participate in meditation, temple tours, and vegetarian meals for a unique cultural
immersion.

11. Don't Forget the Palaces:

Seoul is home to several grand palaces, including Gyeongbokgung and
Changdeokgung. Explore the beautiful architecture and learn about the country's
royal history.

12. Enjoy Cherry Blossom Season:

Plan your visit during spring to witness the stunning cherry blossoms in full
bloom. Parks like Yeouido Hangang Park and Jinhae attract countless visitors
during this time of the year.

13. Check Out the Blue House:

Visit the official residence of the President of South Korea, known as the Blue
House. Take a guided tour to learn about the country's politics and history.

14. Relax in a Jjimjilbang:



Jjimjilbangs are traditional Korean bathhouses where you can relax in saunas,
take a steam bath, and socialize. It's a unique cultural experience that shouldn't
be missed.

15. Sample Local Drinks:

Try traditional Korean drinks like soju, makgeolli, and bokbunja. Whether you
prefer a clear liquor or a fruity wine, South Korea has a variety of flavors to suit
your taste.

16. Attend a Traditional Performance:

Watch traditional Korean performances such as Nanta (a comedic non-verbal
show),pansori (a traditional form of musical storytelling),or a mesmerizing
taekwondo demonstration.

17. Visit the Demilitarized Zone (DMZ):

Take a tour to the DMZ, the border between North and South Korea. Learn about
the country's history and gain insights into the ongoing conflict.

18. Explore Busan's Gamcheon Culture Village:

Wander through the colorful houses and narrow alleys of Gamcheon Culture
Village in Busan. This unique neighborhood offers stunning views of the city and
a vibrant artsy atmosphere.

19. Discover Korean Skincare Products:

South Korea is famous for its skincare industry. Visit local shops and take
advantage of high-quality and affordable skincare products that will leave your
skin glowing.

20. Check Out the Street Art Scene:



Seoul's districts, such as Hongdae and Ihwa Mural Village, are filled with
captivating street art. Take a stroll and appreciate the creativity and talent of local
artists.

21. Explore Gyeongju:

Gyeongju is often referred to as the "museum without walls" due to its rich
historical sites. Visit Bulguksa Temple, Seokguram Grotto, and the Royal Tumuli
Park to learn about the Silla Dynasty.

22. Experience the Lotus Lantern Festival:

Attend the annual Lotus Lantern Festival held in Seoul to celebrate Buddha's
birthday. Witness the mesmerizing lantern parade and cultural performances.

23. Take a Cruise on the Han River:

Board a cruise and enjoy panoramic views of Seoul's skyline while cruising along
the picturesque Han River.

24. Explore Traditional Villages:

Visit traditional Korean villages like Andong Hahoe Folk Village and Jeonju Hanok
Village to experience the country's rich heritage and traditional way of life.

25. Visit the National Museum of Korea:

Explore the National Museum of Korea in Seoul, which showcases artifacts
dating back to prehistoric times. Dive into the country's history and culture
through its extensive collections.

26. Discover the Bosu-dong Book Street:



Book lovers must visit the Bosu-dong Book Street in Busan. Explore countless
bookstores and discover hidden literary gems.

27. Take a Stroll along Namsan Park:

Namsan Park in Seoul offers mesmerizing views of the city. Take a leisurely stroll
and visit the iconic N Seoul Tower for breathtaking panoramic views.

28. Attend a Baseball Game:

Immerse yourself in the energetic atmosphere of a baseball game at one of South
Korea's stadiums. Cheer for the home team and experience the passion of
Korean baseball fans.

29. Visit the Trick Eye Museum:

Have fun and let your imagination run wild at the Trick Eye Museum. Take
creative photos with 3D art installations that trick the eye.

30. Take a Day Trip to Suwon:

Suwon, located near Seoul, is home to the famous Hwaseong Fortress. Explore
the UNESCO World Heritage site and learn about its architectural importance.

31. Explore the Korean Folk Village:

The Korean Folk Village in Yongin allows visitors to experience traditional Korean
culture firsthand. Attend cultural performances, try traditional crafts, and enjoy
delicious local snacks.

32. Relax at Spa Land:

Visit Spa Land in Busan, a large-scale spa complex offering various saunas,
baths, and relaxation areas. Pamper yourself and unwind after a day of exploring.



33. Try Temple Food:

Experience the art of Korean temple cuisine known as "Buddhist food". These
vegetarian dishes are prepared with fresh and seasonal ingredients, providing a
healthy and delicious meal.

34. Shop in Myeongdong:

Myeongdong in Seoul is a popular shopping district. Explore a wide range of
international and local brands while indulging in tasty street food.

35. Rent a Bike along the Han River:

Rent a bike and enjoy a leisurely ride along the bike paths that line the Han River.
Take in the beautiful scenery and enjoy a picnic by the riverside.

36. Visit Nami Island:

Nami Island, famous for its beautiful tree-lined pathways, gained popularity after
being featured in the hit Korean drama "Winter Sonata". Rent a bike and explore
this romantic island.

37. Explore the Insa-dong Neighborhood:

Visit Insa-dong in Seoul and immerse yourself in traditional Korean arts and
crafts. Shop for souvenirs and enjoy a cup of traditional tea.

38. Attend a K-Pop Concert:

If you are a fan of Korean pop music, attending a K-Pop concert is a must.
Experience the energetic performances of some of the biggest K-Pop stars in the
world.

39. Try Traditional Hanji Crafts:



Discover the art of traditional Hanji crafts, which uses handmade Korean paper.
Make your own unique souvenir or purchase exquisite paper crafts.

40. Visit the War Memorial of Korea:

Learn about the Korean War and pay homage to fallen soldiers at the War
Memorial of Korea in Seoul. Explore the exhibits and gain a deeper
understanding of the country's history.

41. Take a Cable Car Ride on Mount Seorak:

Ride the cable car up Mount Seorak and witness stunning views of the
surrounding mountains and lush forests. Hike to the summit for an even more
breathtaking experience.

42. Experience a Traditional Tea Ceremony:

Participate in a traditional tea ceremony and learn about the art of preparing and
serving Korean tea. Enjoy the tranquility and serenity of this ancient practice.

43. Explore the Jeonju Bibimbap Festival:

If you're a fan of bibimbap, Jeonju Bibimbap Festival is the perfect event for you.
Celebrate this beloved Korean dish through cooking competitions, tastings, and
cultural performances.

44. Visit the Seopjikoji Coastal Walk:

Take a leisurely walk along the Seopjikoji Coastal Walk on Jeju Island. Enjoy
stunning views of the coast, cliffs, and natural rock formations.

45. Try Korean Fried Chicken:



Korean fried chicken is a popular dish in South Korea. Enjoy crispy, flavorful
chicken paired with refreshing beer for the perfect combination.

46. Marvel at Gwangalli Beach at Night:

Gwangalli Beach in Busan offers a stunning night view with its illuminated
Gwangan Bridge. Take a leisurely stroll or relax at one of the beachfront cafes.

47. Visit the Jinhae Cherry Blossom Festival:

Plan your visit to Jinhae in spring and witness the magical cherry blossom
festival. The streets are adorned with cherry blossoms, creating a picturesque
scene.

48. Learn Taekwondo:

Taekwondo is Korea's national martial art. Take a lesson from experienced
masters and learn basic techniques in a traditional taekwondo dojang.

49. Explore the Underground Shopping Malls:

Seoul's underground shopping malls are a haven for shopping enthusiasts.
Discover trendy fashion, accessories, and cosmetics at reasonable prices.

50. Capture Stunning Views from Namsan Tower:

Visit Namsan Tower, also known as N Seoul Tower, for panoramic views of Seoul.
Capture breathtaking photos of the cityscape and enjoy a romantic dinner at the
revolving restaurant.

These 50 travel tips from local experts will help you make the most of your
journey in South Korea. From trying local delicacies to immersing yourself in the
country's rich culture and history, South Korea has something to offer every



traveler. So pack your bags, embrace the adventure, and get ready to create
memories that will last a lifetime!
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Are you excited about planning your next trip?
Do you want to try something new while traveling?
Would you like some guidance from a local?

If you answered yes to any of these questions, then this book is just for you.

Greater Than a Tourist – Seoul, South Korea by Agne Civilyte offers the inside
scope on Seoul, South Korea. Most travel books tell you how to travel like a
tourist. Although there's nothing wrong with that, as a part of the Greater than a
Tourist series, this book will give you travel tips from someone who lives at your
next travel destination.
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In these pages you'll discover local advice that will help you throughout your stay.
This book will not tell you exact addresses or store hours but instead will give you
an excitement and knowledge from a local that you may not find in other smaller
print travel books. Travel like a local. Slow down, stay in one place, and get to
know the people and the culture of a place.

By the time you finish this book, you will be eager and prepared to travel to your
next destination.

This book includes the full text plus bonus content of the book “50 Things to
Know About Packing Light for Travel: Pack the Right Way Every time” by
Manidipa Bhattacharyya.
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