
10 Mind-Blowing Events From 2019 That Will
Shape The Future

As we bid farewell to 2019, it’s time to reflect on the past year and anticipate what
the future might hold. The year 2019 has undoubtedly been filled with remarkable
events that have left an indelible mark on our society and will continue to shape
our world for years to come. From scientific breakthroughs to political unrest, here
are 10 mind-blowing events from 2019 that will shape the future.

1. Unveiling of Groundbreaking Medical Discoveries

2019 witnessed incredible advancements in the field of medicine. Scientists
successfully created the world's first 3D-printed heart, paving the way for new
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possibilities in organ transplantation. Additionally, researchers made significant
progress in developing a cure for previously incurable diseases like cancer and
Alzheimer's. These groundbreaking discoveries promise a brighter and healthier
future for humanity.
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2. Tackling Climate Change: The Rise of the Green Movement

Climate change took center stage in 2019, as millions joined the global climate
strikes and demanded immediate action. Activists like Greta Thunberg inspired a
wave of environmental consciousness, leading to increased awareness and
significant policy changes worldwide. The green movement gained momentum,
and it's expected to have a profound impact on future policies and industries.

3. Political Turmoil: Brexit and the Global Political Landscape

The Brexit debate dominated headlines throughout 2019. The ongoing political
saga surrounding the United Kingdom's departure from the European Union has
not only impacted the UK but also influenced politics worldwide. Brexit's
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consequences will shape international relations, trade agreements, and the future
of European integration for years to come.

4. AI Advancements: The Dawn of a New Era

Artificial Intelligence (AI) reached new heights in 2019, with advancements that
have the potential to revolutionize various industries. From autonomous vehicles
to medical diagnosis systems, AI-powered technologies are expected to become
more prevalent in the coming years. The ethical and societal impact of AI will be a
key topic for discussion in the future.

5. Space Exploration: From Moon Landings to Interstellar
Discoveries

2019 marked the 50th anniversary of the Apollo 11 moon landing, and space
exploration continued to captivate our imaginations. Major space agencies and
private companies made significant progress in the development of reusable
rockets and the exploration of other celestial bodies. The quest to understand the
universe and potentially colonize other planets will shape humanity's future in
profound ways.

6. The Rise of Electric Vehicles

In 2019, electric vehicles (EVs) experienced a remarkable surge in popularity –
thanks to advancements in technology, increased availability, and environmental
concerns. Major automotive companies invested significant resources into
developing electric vehicles, signaling a shift towards a more sustainable future.
The growth of EVs will transform transportation and have positive environmental
implications.

7. Social Media's Influence on Society



2019 was a year filled with discussions about the influence and impact of social
media on our daily lives. From privacy concerns to the spread of misinformation,
the role of social media platforms like Facebook and Twitter continues to be a
topic of debate. As we move into 2020, finding solutions to regulate and utilize
social media responsibly will become increasingly important.

8. Global Shifts: Emerging Economies and Trade Wars

With ongoing trade disputes between major global economies, 2019 saw a shift in
economic dynamics. The rise of emerging economies like China and India has
challenged the dominance of traditional economic powers. Trade wars, tariffs,
and changing alliances have created an atmosphere of uncertainty, which will
undoubtedly shape how businesses operate in the future.

9. Breakthroughs in Renewable Energy Technologies

The pursuit of clean and sustainable energy gained momentum in 2019.
Scientists and engineers pushed the boundaries of renewable energy
technologies, making remarkable progress in areas such as solar, wind, and
geothermal power. The continued development and implementation of these
technologies will play a crucial role in mitigating climate change and securing a
sustainable future.

10. Cultural Shifts: Gender Equality and Social Justice Movements

2019 was a year of significant cultural shifts, with increased focus on gender
equality and social justice movements. The #MeToo movement continued to gain
momentum, shedding light on issues of sexual harassment and workplace
discrimination. Activism for equal rights and representation expanded to various
arenas, making lasting changes to societal norms and expectations.



, 2019 has been a year filled with momentous events that will undoubtedly shape
the future. From groundbreaking medical discoveries to political upheavals,
advancements in artificial intelligence to the rise of social justice movements,
these events reflect the complexities and possibilities of our society. As we
welcome 2020, it is crucial to reflect on these events and use them as a
foundation to build a more promising and sustainable future for all.
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Twenty-eighteen marked the 40th anniversary of China’s reform and opening-up
policy. Profound changes have been seen internally and externally, prior to 2018,
during 2018, and continuing beyond 2018, which echo China’s great quest for
reform and engaging with the world, and shape the future of the dispute
resolution industry in China.

 “Economic stability”, “economic restructuring and upgrading”, and “Sino-US trade
friction” are clues to internal and external changes in 2018. Reviewing changing
conditions in dispute resolution across a wide range of industries, the authors of
Commercial Dispute Resolution in China: An Annual Review and Preview (2019)
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[hereinafter referred to as the “An Annual Review and Preview (2019)”] preview
challenges that are yet to come. In Annual Review on Real Estate Dispute
Resolution in China (2019), for example, the authors present a case study on the
Linkage of the First and Second Level Projects and preview potential disputes of
Securitization of real estate. In Annual Review on Investment Dispute Resolution
in China (2019), the authors describe the arrangement of fixed income and equity
repurchase under the backdrop of a slowing economy. In Annual Review on
Energy Dispute Resolution in China (2019), the author focuses on policies and
cases relating to Chinese transnational M&As, illustrating opportunities and
challenges for future “Going Global” transactions in the energy sector. In Annual
Review on International Trade Dispute Resolution in China (2019), the authors
analyze the challenges posed by the China-US Trade War, and call for better
compliance, industrial upgrading, and better understanding of the legal
environment and trade protection measures in different jurisdictions in the
process of “Going Global.”

 

Decentralization and a continuing opening-up of China’s markets are also key in
understanding economic and international changes. In Annual Review on
Construction Dispute Resolution in China (2019), the authors introduce two
examples, namely the promulgation of the Interpretation II on Issues Concerning
the Application of Law for the Trial of Cases of Dispute over Construction
Contracts by the Supreme People’s Court, and cancellation of construction
contract record-filing by the Ministry of Housing and Urban-Rural Development,
which reflect the ongoing transformation of social governance and the reforms of
“delegate power, improve regulation and optimize services” (“DIO” reform) in the
construction sector. In Annual Review on Financial Dispute Resolution in China
(2019), the author describes the opening of the futures market, clearly



demonstrating the Chinese government’s determination to open financial and
capital markets.

 

In Annual Review on Film and Television Dispute Resolution in China (2019), the
authors investigate the phenomenon of black and white contracts and tax evasion
in the field and analyze the governing regulations, especially those relating to
unreasonable remuneration and unregulated online information. The question,
then, would be how these regulations and administrative supervision affect
dispute resolution. In Annual Review on Civil Aviation Dispute Resolution in China
(2019), the authors review the management of Unmanned Aerial Vehicles and the
reform of low-altitude airspace management, stating that new technology often
encourages good regulations.

 

Internal and external changes also require further development of the Chinese
dispute resolution industry. In Annual Review on Commercial Arbitration in China
(2019), new developments of practice such as non-party challenge to non-
enforcement of arbitral awards, unexpected birth and end of “pre-dispute
arbitration”, and the establishment of China’s International Commercial Court
have been included and demonst
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